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A long delayed areival of some really good weather makes the prospect of summner
holidays all the more attractive, especially after another another term of intense but
rewarding activity in almost every aspect of school life.

SCE exams have mevitably been the
main focus of the térm for senior pupils,
although they still have some anxious
waiting for official envelopes to drop
through letter boxes before they know
the exient to which their efforts have
been rewarded.

Results arejust onemeasure of a school's
effectiveness. What emerges from the
recently published report by Her
Majesty’s Inspectors on Standards and
Cuality in Scottish Education is the peed
to have procedures for regular
performance review across the whole
range of a school’s operations.

For some time results have been subject
to detailed scrutiny within the school
and subsequently atregional level, That,
however, is only a small part of the
review process and a considerable
amount of effort now goes into school
and departmental development plananing,
which is used not only to chart progress
on new initiatives such as 5-14 and
Higher Still, but alsoc as a means of
ensuring that standards throughout the
school are maintained. In praciice, it
means that in the course of the term the
Depute Rector has met the Principal
Teacher of every subject fo carry out a
detailed review of this session’s work
and to agree targets for the coming year.
Parents should find itre-assuring toknow
that what happens scross the whole range
of subject teaching is not just left (o
chance, but is the result of 4 struciured
approach which combines forward
planning with quality control.

« STAFF NOTES

In one way this is a sad time of year, as
we find ourselves once again saying
goodbye to several members of staff, all
of whom have made their own unique
contribution to the life and work of the
school.

Mr Ian Douglas retives after 26 years of
service as Principal Teacher of Technical
Subjects.  His quiet and unassuming
presence tends o obscure the major part
e has played in the development of his
subject, notonly within the school, butat
regiongl and natonal level. At a time
when Engineering was part of the school
curriculunt, Madras Biad an enviablie
repufation for the number and quality of
its preseniations hoth at Higherand §YS.
Although Engineering as a subject in its
own right was phased out, Mr Douglas's
nationai involvement in cuorriculum
development continned. When new
courses for Standard Grade were
introduced, his contribution (o various
subject panels and committees helped o
move tie subjectaway from its fraditional
craft/skills image and give it its proper
position in a worid increasingly
dependent on technology. We are sorry
10 Iose the benefil of his knowledge and
experience, but we must be grateful o
him for piloting the departinent through
an era of massive change and leaving it
well prepared o meetthe challenges that
lie ahead.

Mrs Alma Smith, who had previously
made her mark when she was with us for
several months in an acting capacity,
became Principal Teacher of Art and
Designin 1989 and immediately setabout
renewing and revitalising the Art
Department. The result of that process
and an immense amount of hard work on
her part is a department known for its
excellence in school and beyond. The
numerous successes ganed by her pupils
past and present, the quality of the work
displayed inihe bienniad Art Exhibitions
and the lively atinosphere guaranteed 10
aftract pupils to the subject are all a
fribute to Mrs Smith's persenal and
professional achievement. The high
profileof thedepartmentis only maiched
by theextent and warmth of the regard in
which Mrs Smith is held by colleagues
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and pupils alike, by whomn she will be
greatly missed and long remembered as
# colourful personality.

Mrs Vera Boag retires from the Modemn
Eanguages departtnent after 15 years in
which she showed herself equally skilled
at enhancing S6 pupils' perceptions of
French literature and epcouraging S1
pupils' enthusiasm forthelanguage. Mrs
Miine leaves Business Studies after 11
years in the course of which many pupils
have benefited from the rigorous training
she has given them in secretarial subjects,
Mr Baldwin, who also joined the staffin -
1985, departs from Biology where he
has done much good work, often in the
face of problems with his health. Mrs
Hannah, though only with us since 1989,
will be a significant loss o the Home
Economics department in which she had
hecome weli-established, We thank them
all and wish them well for the future,

We also give owr good wishes o Dy
Rutherford, who is leaving for British
Columbia on a year's exchange, and our
congratufations to Mrs Macfie on well
deserved promotion o the post of acting
APT English at St Columba's High
School in Dunfermline.

The Rector has been appoinfed by the
Generat Teaching Councit for Scotland
10 serve as a Governor of Moray House
College of Education.

Finally, we take this opportunity fo
express our thanks once again to all
those who have helped out on a supply
basis this term andibroughoutthe session. |
We wish them to know how much their -

efforts are appreciated.
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o Maths Challenge Confest 1996

Madras pupils have again been
competing with much success at national
and imternational fevels in a range of
Mathematicscompetitions. Inthe Matbs
Challenge Contest 1996, run by the
Secostish Maths Council, Madras gained
more awards than any other school; 9

Gold, 7 Sitver and 19 Bronze, a total of

35inall. Thiscompared with 18 achicved
by the second placed school, Denny High
School and 10 by the High Schoaol of
Dundee. Gold awards were eamed by
Lauren Donaldson (82}, Rachel Hood
(82} and Hannah McCabe (82) in the
Junior secton; Peter Brivain (53),
Morven Chisholm (83), Jenny Davie
(84) and Neil Donaldson (54) in the
Middle Section. All the award winners
attended a prize-giving ceremony at
Stirling University on 11th June, when
in addition to presentation, they were
entertained by a talk and workshop on
challenging maihematical topics.

« 1996 UK Schools Jumior Maths
Challenge

In the 1996 UK Schools funior Maihs
Chalienge, which 1660 schoois entered,
70 5172 pupils from Madras took pait.
Of the 120,000 contestants, 6% gained
national Gold awards, 13 of whom cane
from Madras: David Luandie, Thomas
Davie, Kirsten Lolioar, Jonathan Hine,
Emity Stepben, Imogen Scott, Clga
Fitzroy and Anna White from S§2; and
Jack Edwards-Fox, Lesiey-Anne Blair,
Elinor Rassell, Timothy Whitmore and
Pamela Steven from Si. Jack Edwards-
Fox and David Lundi¢ were amongst the
0.8% of the contestants who qualified
for the prestigious Junior Maihs
Olympiad.

+ European Kangarco Maths Contest

Meanwhile, on the infernational scene,
obr seven top scorers from the UK

Allan Riddelt (53) achieved the highest
score in Scotland and ibus progressed (o
a place in the Intermatonal Invitational
Intermediate Maths Challenge Corntest.
Also noteworthy were (Gordon
Maclachlan (S3), 2nd egual in Scotand,
and John Whammond, Martha Neilson
and Annemarie Wright, who were all
placed in the top 230 UK coniestants,

« Mathematiques Sans Frontieres

1996

Not 0 be outdone, & leam of senior
pupils ook part in Mathematiques Sans
Frontieres 1996, organised by the
Academie de Strashourg. Two thousand
four hundred and forty teams from 20
coungries speaking a total of 12 languages
ook part, with each teamn tackling 13
questions in one and a half hours, one of
which is posed and must be answered in
a foreign langnage. This was the first
time Madras had taken part. The team of
18 fifth year pupils won second place in
the Scottish section, earning a prize of
£200 as well ag smaller individual prizes.
Congratulations go to all pariicipants for
their effort and enthusiasm, and
especially (o theteam leaders, AilsaFlynn
and Cameron Foster,

As reporied in the Baster Newsletier,
Clair Speed and Glyn McCrickard
represented the school at the Fife Schools
Burns Competition, where they are both
to be congratulated on winning their
respective sections in 53/4 - Clair for
singing and Glyn for recitation. They
then went on to the Scottish Burns
Competition, which took place on 8th
June. Glyn was placed third in the 53/4
Recital section and won a bronze medal
-anexcepiional achievement at national
fevel, Glynalsowonthe SirJohnLeng's
Trust Gold Medal for Scottish Song, 2
Bundee based compeition for schools in
North Fife and Tayside.

The Craig Buchanan Memorial Gavel,
presented in to Junior Imter-House
Debating Competition, was won by
Blackfriars this year. The individual
winners were David Lundie, Gragme
Broom, Alastair Brandie and Luke Taylor
{53) and Jonathan Pean and Lachian
Meldram (82},

The Bell-Baxter Centenary Music Competition, held at Waid Academy on 28th
March, was won by Matthew Priest, while the other Madras contestants, Lesley Bell
and Susan Bell also performed very creditably.

In the St Andrews University Latin Speaking competition, the Junior Team retained
the trophy for their playlel performance, while Michael Rossi was third in the Senior
Latin, Third year pupiis won the project Prize for their modei of Hadrian’s Wall and -~
special commendation for their model of the head of Medusa,
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e Art Exhibiti
A very successful summmer exhibition in the Kilryront Hall was organised by M M
Barclay, Miss D Cumaingbham and Miss J Johnson of the Art Department. A most
impressive display of work representative of all year groupsand including contribations
from the Technical and Home Economics Departments and Commmunity Use classes,
was opened by Professor Will Mcl.ean on 12th June. Over the next two days, e
exhibition was well attended and enjoyed by parents, staff, pupils and members of the
public.

Mr M Barclay and the new sixth year Art and Design classvisited the Edinburgh Ast
College Degree Show on 20th June, when puplis were given an ¢xciting insight into
college life and work, and a guided tour by former pupil, Malcolm Burkinshaw.
Malcolm has just completed his third year at the coliege, winning the highly
competitive Fashion prize for his year group. Another former pupil, Charlotte
Rougvie, graduaied at Edinburgh College this year with first class honours in Textile

Design.

The Learning Support Department
organised the collection of tokens and a
good response from staff, parents and
pupils resulted in the acquisition of a
portable computer and Apple Mac link
for the use of pupils in that deparfment,
Allwho contributed are thanked for their
efforts.

Asusual this session, a wide variety of residential experiences have been offered to pupils, thanks to the commitment and enthusiasm
of staff, who gave extensive personal tme o organising and leading these trips.

= Rugby/Hockey Tour

A combined senior Hockey and Rugby
tour 10 Treland at the beginning of the
Easter holidays, managed by Mr J
Benmett , Miss J Robertson and Mr §
Wite, assisted by Mrs P Robb from the
North East Fife Sports Council, produced
some fine sporting contests and much
good fellowship,

¢ French Trip

Another party which set off at the
beginning of the Haster holiday was a
group of 38 second and third year pupils,
Under the goidance of Mr C Jessop,
assisted by Mrs C Easingwood and Mrs
C Harvey and ably monitored by a team
of four S6 pupils, they travelled to Paris
and Brittany. The coach tour around
Parisby night was certainty the highlight
of three busy days sight seging in Paris.
In Brittany, the Mont-Saint-Michel, the
visit to Dinan market and the oystes-
eating escapade at Cancale all served 1o
make this a memorable wrip for all
participants - incloding staff.

¢ Fhree Day Activities

Atthe end of May, came the highlight of
ihe year for §3 - the annual Three Day
Activities, when their usoal timetable is
suspended and they are offered an
extensive range of new and exciting
gxperiences, Some lake the form of day
long activities and trips, but many offer
residential expericnces. As a result of
this large scale operation, administered

by member of ibe Quidance Seaff, all
return refreshed and enriched.

+ Kiel Exchange

From 1st- 19th June a group of 31 pupils
accompanied by Mr D Macgrepor and
Mrs A Nicholson visited our pastner
school, the Kieler Gelehr(enschule, for
the 40th annual exchange. The
programme included visits 1o Lubeck,
Hamburg, Wismar and Schwerin as well
as class teaching. There were official
receptions by the Land Schleswig-
Hotlstein and by the city of IKiel. This trip
as ever was much enjoved by all
participants, and adds one more
successful chapler to our remarkably
long-lasting exchange arrangement - &
uibute to all involved over so many
years.

« Hadrian's Wall Trip

The annual weekend frip to Hadrian’s
Wall, organised by Miss I Robertson,
assisted by Mr > Cleland, Mr C Jessop
and Mrs H Lawrenson, saw a large parly
of mixed age-group pupils vndertake
the fullest programine ever: six forts,
three museums, two iemples, a turretand
a lengthy wali-top walk, in a period of
fuse over forty eight hours.

» Haute Savote Culinary Trip

At the end of this term, a group of pupils
will setoff on the Havte Savoic Cuolinary
trip to the Freach Alps in search of “a
taste of French cuisine”. Led by Miss A

Khan, Mrs M Kyle, Mrs I Copland and
Miss A Duncan, pupils will be given the
opportunity to sample a variety of
regionai dishes and make an excursion
to the Mer de Glace at Chamonix.

» European Maths Congress

Three fifth year pupils, Yvonne
Anderson, Graham Redman and Jennifer
Newton are to attend the Junior
Mathematical Congress at the end of
Tuly at the University of Miskole,
Hungary. They will be the only Scottish
representatives  at  this  official
“satellite”meeting of the 2Znd Buropean
Congress of Mathematics, with a unigoe
Opporfuntity W experience a major world
event. They will attend lectures,
workshops and exhibilions, mizing with
young and esiablished world-famous
Mathematicians.

¢ Great Valley High Exchange

The Exchange Programime with Great
Valley High Schoof, USA, hasnow been
runtning snccessfully for five years, Next
year's participants are Tamie Douglas,
Ruth Paulton and Richard Preston, who
will attend Great Valley from Januvary
andcomplete their sixth year of schooling
there, gaining a unique insight into
American culture and edocation. Their
pariners, one of whom will be hosted by
Meg Dewar, will join Madras College
for the first half of the session,
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The pupils participating in the scheme have undertaken a wide variety
of activities in pursuit of their Bronze and Silver Awards this session,
including Charity Shop work, assisting a Vet, visiting the elderly, game
keeping and many other sporting and musical activiges. A group also
competed in the Scottish Smali-bare Rifle Shooting League with St
Andrews’” Rifie Ciub, During May and June, 23 pupils in 53 successtully
completed their Bronze expedition in Glen Tilt and 28 pupils in 54 their
Silver expedition al Ardroy. Silver participant Carcline Part deserves
special mention, competing for Scotland in Germany at Crosscountry
Skiing and becoming Scotiish Schoois Rofler-ski Champion. Next
vear, pupils lock forward to progressing towards Gold Awards under
the guidance of Mr G Dundee, pianning expeditions by foot, canoe and
bicycle.

rovements

The creation of a new administrative office suite al Kilrymont Road has
meant many weeks of upheaval for office staff in (hat building, but has
resutted in much expanded and tmproved accommodation and better
security. After long delays, a major refurbishment of the sports pavilion
at Station Park is also nearing completon. The main aim has been 1o
upgrade the shower areas o bring them up o acceptable modern
standards of cificiency, comfort and hygicne. The improvement also
includes the provision of a First Aid Treatment room. As pupils and
staff move oul, tradesmen from the Works Department move in and a
number of other planned improvements, which have been in the pipe-
line for some iime, wiil hopefully be completed over the summer
holidays.

Fife Careers Service has changed status within the new
Fife Council. It is now a partmership between the
Council and Fife Enterprise, known as Fife Careers
Lid. Carcers Officers are now known as Careers
Advisers. The Careers office for North Hast Fife will
be known as North East Fife Carcers Cenire and is still
located beside Elinwood College. There will still bea
part-time careers presence at the Fife Council Area
Office in St Mary’s Place, St Andrews. Miss P Riichie,
she schoot Adviser, isusually there on Friday afiernoons
and at other times by appointment, The main Careers
Centre telephonenumberis 01334 412240, TheCareers
Centres arc open throughont schoot holidays to assist
schootl leavers (o find jobs, Skiilseekers training and
coliege courses, as well as advise parents.

When exam results are received on Friday 9th August,
Careers Advisers will be on hand (o help with any
changesof career plan which may have to be considered.
The Careers Centre has a full range of university
prospectuses, which could be useful during UCAS
Clearing, and acomprehensive Careers Hbrary. Careers
Advisers will also staff the Scottish Exam Resuits
Helptine from 8.00aim fo 8.00pm on 9th August and
from 10.00am 1o 8.00am thereafter until 23rd August.
The number is 0800 100 900 and calis are free.

Pupils with queries about their 1996 UCAS applications
and in particular, Appeals which are reguired to fulfil
their conditional offers of places, should contact the
school office in the {irst instance.

Some parents may not be vp 0 daic with the most recent
changes in the membership of the School Board., Preseat
members of ithe Board are:

Parents:
Dr Nicol (Chaimperson), Mr Hail, Mrs Caivert, Dr Neilson, Mr
Welsh, Mrs Gilmour, Mr Swarnkie.

Co-opled:
Dr Rennie, Mr Prunty, Mrs Asheroft.

Staff:
Mrs Lamb, Mr Halliday, Mrs Towns,

The Clerk to the Board is Mrs M Wilson and parents who may
Irave 1ssues which they think it would be helpful for the Board
to discuss should write to her ¢/o Madras College, South Sireet,
St Andrews, KY'16 SET or contact a Board member directly.

The group organised an Non-Uniform Day on Friday 26th
April and succeeded in raising £860, which was presented 10
Ninewells Hospital, St Andrews Memorial Hospital and
International Vision. They are now working to fill an Aquabox
with items which can be sent for use in a disaster area; the box
itself’ is then used for waster purification. Working with the St
Andrews Rotary Interact Committee, My J Bennett, Mr B
Alexander and Mr T Ferguson, Neil McKenzie who is the
incoming president and newly recruited members from the
senjor years of the school are starling {o plan next year”s -
programmne.




Fine results were achieved atthe Iife Schools Multi-Event
Championships at Pireavie, when Aaron Lofting won
Gold for 81 Boys and Mia Nishet Bronze for 83 Girls.
Onher high placings included Jenny Shanks (5th, S2 Girls),
Thomas Coll (4th, 83 Baoys), Geoff Crow (5t 85 Boys)
and Jamie Kilpatrick (4, $6 Boys). In the Fife Schools
Track and Field championships, the schoolachievedatotal
of 20 medals. The following pupils won (heir even(s:
Andrew Lemoncello (823 1,500 metres; Thomas Coll (83)
Tripie Jump; Owen Greene (54} High Jump; Jenny Farrow
(55) 300 metres;, Jamie Kilpatrick (85) 400 metres, Witk
Lynne Anderson (83}, they all went on to represens Fife in
the Inter Area Athletics match at the Scottish Schools Track
and Field Championships, when Fife ended s runners-up.
Special congratulations go (o Andrew Lemoncelio who
won Gold, coming first in the Under 14 800 metres: an
outstanding achievement,

‘This sport has seen a revival over the last season or so under
the coaching of Mrs | Scott, and this year, after a gap of
several years, a team entered the Fife Schools Badminton
Championships, where all 12 competitars performed very
creditably, Special mention goes to Sam Nielson and Kevin
MeMallen{S1), who were runners-up in the Under 13 Bays
Doubles. However, the stafl are stili 2 iatch for pupils in
this sport; i a stiff contest, experience and creaking joints
won through 16:0!
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The school gratefully acknowiedges the receipt of £300
from Britannic Assurance for the parchase of equipment o
assist with the development of schootf cricket.

The Undes-18 team finished runners-up to Beath High
School in the Fife Schools League, having aiso reached the
semi-final of the Fife Cup. The Girls’ football teamn won
decisive victories over Bell-Baxier and Glenrothes High
School. However, this term’s outstanding success was the
retention by the Staff football tcam of the Fife Summer
Shield, when they defeated Kirkcaldy High School staff 2:0
in the final on 20th June (H Munn, Captain 2).

Hannmab Norrie (85) won the Fife Schools Individual
Handicap Championship and, together with Kathryn
MeCarmey and Annemarie Wright (both 83) the Girls’
Team Handicap Strokeplay Championship. The Junior
Boys wam of Jamie Farmer, Adam McQueen, Raje Dhillon
and Sam Neilson won the Fife Schools Suokeplay
Championship. Ryan Lomsden (86) was selected to
represent Fife in the Scottish Schools Championships.

Attihe Scottish Schoots Championship (Dressage and Show
Jumping) the Intermediate team of Amy Palmer (53), Amy
Bateman (S3) and Heather McLaren (§3), won the Show
Jumping event and came third in the combined training
tear, 1o the Senior event, tie team of Meg Dewar, Julie
MeLaren and Joanua Suthertand {all $6) and Alayie Finlay

(54) came first in both the show jumping and combined
fraining team cvents, winning the Kilgraston Cup. Amy
Paimer and Meg Dewar both won the individual show

jumping competition in their respective age groups.

Congratulaiions go to both teams on these splerdid resulis.
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Summer 1996

Wednesday 3rd July 1996 - Friday 16th August 1996

in-Service Day

Monday 19th August 1996

Awvtomn Term for Pupils Begins

Tuesday ZE)LH”ALigUSL 1996

Cetober Break
Monday Tth October 1996

Monday 14th October 1996 - Friday 18th October 1996

In-Service Pay

Thursday 28th November 1996 and Friday 29th November 1996

Christmas Holiday

Monday 23rd December 1996 - Friday 3rd January 1997

N
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And finally .. ....

inexiending very best wishes for arelaxing and enjoyable summer holiday, we would wish
to thank all those who have given their support to Madras College in the course of another
demanding and successful session.
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