Madras College Newsletter

At the end of the school session it is
appropriate to stand back from the hustle
and bustie of day - today endeavour (0
take stock. This has been a year of
excellent levels of achievement and
activity in every sphere in-Madras
College, cvenby our own high standards.
It is also one which has seen many
Mational inidatives concerning Quality
. Assprance in Scottish Schools, about
raising and measuring Standards and
Astzinment by setting Targets. It is
necessary, therefore, topause to consider
the fondamental purpose of any school.
The Statement of Aims of Madras
Coltege, developed with much care and
discussion over recgnt years, may be
summarised thus:

- to give abscluie priority 0 good
learning and teaching, in order to
develop the full potential of each pupil,
irrespective of ability or gender,

- iodeliver this learning withina caring
enviromnent where the individual is
valued and supported in a climate of
mutual respect;

- toencourage pupils to become aware
of the wider community, its
importance in their presentand futore,
and its potential for creating good
Tinksand practical projects or service.

I am proud to inherit these Aims which
Ihelieve embody the best aspirations for
any modemn school in achicving tue
guality of service to the community. But
how should we measure Our progress
and our success in achieving them?

If we take (he statistical approach
favoured by some current educational
gurus, we might list a number of
Performance Indicators which show good
SQA examinationresults and high uptake
of further and higher education places.
We could instance low unil cOStS per
pupil. We would note Performance
Targets given tous based on the school's
characieristic index and socioeconomic
audit, known as a Value-Added profile.
Or words to that effect.

On the other hand, we might measure
our success a different way. We could
cite the testimony of the vast majority of
parents, higher and further education
admissions officers, employers, work
experience contacts and members of the
community. They speak to wus with
appreciation and enthusiasm about the
skills and successes, the personal
qualitics and atitudes of Madras College
pupils of all ages and abilities. They are
impressed by the tone of our school,
where the richness of experience comes
from so many activities whose suceess
cannot be measured by results alone;
where sharing pleasure in the
achicvements of others appears as
important as the fulfilment of individual
ambitions,

Need we sugpgest which impression or
judgment is likely to berecalled in years
to come? Which, in the long run, is the
more valid measure of the service the
school is offering to the community
which it exists (o serve?

We believe our preference for how our
schoolshouldbe judged is well-founded,
based on an approach of academic rigour
and reflective professionalism. We aiso
helieve that our stance is probably closer
{0 parental and community viewpoins
than all the benchmarks, statistics and
comparisons of the day. -

Sowhat shoutda proudiy comprehensive
school like ours do, to make the most of
its educational inheritance in the face of
earnest, persistent but fundamentally
misguided attempts to turn us Mo some
king of results factory?

We could accept the inevitable: pay Bp-
service o managerial cults, accept fear
as the best motivator and grudgingly
conforn, all the while knowing that there
is a better way of planning, delivering
and reviewing our service {0 young
people.

Or we could come right out in the open,
discuss these weighty matiers with all
interested parties, then jointly anncunce
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our proposals for the ways and means of
measuring progress and achievement in
fuifilment of the School Auns.

Your help is needed. If we go for the |
second option it has t0 be based on a
genuine partnership with parents. On
our own, we shall be exposed to the
charge that our dislike of statistical
measurement of our success being
imposed on us, is theresultof adated and
complacent aititude. Nothing could be
further from the truth, '

It is precisely because we care $¢ much
for the best of our fraditions, our proven
ways of achieving real success in haman
erms, that we fear for the future if the
school becomes cast in an alien mould.

These matters will be raised at Schoot
Board and Parent Teacher Association.
Please assist these bodies by attending
meetings or giving menmbers your views,

Lastly, whatever else troubles us, [ and
ihe whole staff are most grateful for all
ihe help and encouragement received
from the parents throughout another
splendid session of hard work and well-
won achievement. We wish you and
your familics a very pleasant and happy
sammer, Thank you.
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‘The pace of staff change is continuing.
Mr Prunty, Head Janitor, retived earlier
this term after 19 years of distinguished
{and distinctive) service. We wish him
well for a long and happy retirement, In
May, Mrss Irwin was appointed as
Principal Teacher of Drama at Lochgelly
High School, while Mr Dewar arrived
from there (o take charge of Dirama here,
We thank Mrs rwin for her service to the
school as teacher and then as acling
Principal Teacher for the last two years,
Her contribution 0 the school both in
curricular and extra-curricular aspects
has been very much appreciated and we
wish her great success and fuifilment at
Lochgelly. At the end of term we shall
alsolose Mrs Girdwood as APT of Sociat
Subjects, owing to her need 0 move
back norith. Even in her brief time at
Madras, however, Mrs Girdwood had
begun to make her mark and we are inost
sorry to see her depart, Miss Lindsay,
part-time teacher of Modern Languages,
also left early in May and we thank her
for her enthusiasm and commitment o
her work. Just a fortnight ago we
welcomed Ms McCormac o Science
after her transfer from Melville House,
We should also inform parents that Mr
Eatona (Computing) is exchanging fora
year with a Canadian teacher, My Moore,
who will join us in August,

MRS BRIDGES

A major change this suminer comes with
the resignation of Mrs Ann Bridges,
Principal Teacher of Guidance and
teacher of English, after 33 years service
0 Madras.

In the proud history of the school, many
individuals are remembered for the
enduring legacy which their teaching
skilis, contributions to the wider life of
the school and often, indeed, their
personalities have left us. We suspect
that when the more recent annals come
to be written, prominent amongst them
will be the name of Mrs Bridges.
Certainly Mrs Bridges” many years of
outstanding drama productions, vividly
remembered by so many, including
former pupils who were thus launched
into their careers, now join the myths of
the past.

Generations of pupils have benefited
from her acute mind, eclectic love of
literature and individual charismatic
approach o tcaching, As a Guidance
teacher, her humorous understanding

showed in her evergreen empathy with
the vagaries of teenagers taking
blundering steps towards frecdom and
independence.

Leaving us well beforenonmal retirement
age, Mrs Bridges looks as lively and
fresh as any of us, 2 vivid proof of her
positive attitudes to school and o life in
general. As an active figure on the
national education scene of English
teaching, she will no doubt confinue (o
serve pupils’ interests and represent the
best professionalism of her colleagues
for many years (0 come.

Thank you, Mrs Bridges. We shall miss
YO,

(A

Rire Bridoss

Latin Speaking
Competition

In this amnual event held at St Andrews
University, Hazel Pearson (S4) retained
the Intermediate Cup, which she won
fast year. Joanna Kay (83) and Dorothy
{awrenson {(85) came third in the
Intermediate and Senior Cups
respectively, while the 53 and 84 Project
Teams both won second prizes.

The Sixth Year Studies group spent two
valuable weekends on practical work at
the school’s bothy in Glen Tilt during
October, working with Dr A Rutherford,
Mr P Young and Mrs PP Robertson from
the department.

The CSYS Project produced by Jenny
Davie on “Factors affecting the heat
rate of Daphnia” was judged o be of
such an cutstanding standard that i has
been entered for the Prince Philip Prize,
awarded annually for projectsrelating to
an area of study in animal bioclogy.

Great Valley High School, Philadelphia

Cur participants for Session 1998/9 in this well-established exchange programme
have been chosen: Colin Donaldson, Sarah Feldman, Dixie Mirowski and Amy
Fabmer (86) havealready made contact with their counterparts from Great Valley Hig!
School. They are preparing o host thelr American visitors from August o January
1999, during which time they will be senior pupils at Madras College. The Madrag
pupils will fty to Philadelphia in January and complete the school year there, gaining
a unigue experience of American culture and education.

42nd Kiel Exchange

In the two-year cycle of the annual
exchange with the Kieler
Gelehrtenschule, this is our year for
visiting Kiel. Twenty pupils
accompanied by Mr D Macgregor,
Principal Teacher of German and Miss 8
Mackay, duly lefi St Andrews on
Satorday 6th June at6.30 am for another
European venture. Indoing so, they were
perpetuating one of the oldest existing
schoolexchangesinthe UK: anunbroken
iradition since #s inauguration by the
then Recior of Madras, the late Dr John
Thompson, in the mid-1950"s,

Canadian Exchange

During Session 1997/8, an exchange in
the Biology depariment when Mr R
Thompson joined the staff for a year,
meant that we made a link with Salmo
Secondary School, British Columbia. An
exchange between two senior pupils,
similar in format to that with Great Valley
High but with each leg lasting only §
weeks, is i the process of being set up
for this autumn, ' .
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Drama Showcase

The PTA organised a highly successful
Dirama ShowcaseEvening on April 2374,
when over 80 pupils drawn from Si to
S6 presented a wide variety of pieces:
dance drama, work created through
improvisations based on Beowulf and
Darkwood Manor, extracts from
Shakespeare and from Liz Lochhead.
Many lunch time and after school
rehearsals during Drama Club had been
required to provide the high level of
performance enjoyed by a full house of
parents and friends. Cur thanks goMrsE
Irwin, Mrs P Esler, Mrs T Aitken and My
N Stewart of the Drama departinent for
all their effective foput. Thanks also (0
Mr I Love, whose technical expertise set
up the sound and lighting effects and o
Mrs P Robertson, who managed themon
the night,

23rd April 1998

Activities centred around this day w
promotereading, advertised in the Easter
Newsletter, went ahead as planned,
Tremendous support from staff, parents
and pupils made it a very worthwhile
and enjoyable event.

Around 550 tokens were used in the
purchase of books, each one giving the
buyer a £1 deduction on the price. Class
1A had an excellent visit to P1/2 classes
at Langlands School, to enthuse them
about the scheme and “share a story”.
The book stalls at evening events were
weil-patronized. Staff donated copies of
books which they bad enjoyed reading
to book boxes for senior pupils:
genercsity which also promoted
interesting staff room discussions about
reading tastes!

The whole even, stretching over a period
of two weeks, ran very smoothly, thanks
to the superb organisation and hard work
of Mrs J Scott.

50/50 Club:
June Draw Winners

£25:
140 Mrs I Young, Blebo Craigs
72 Mrs B McGinley, St Andrews

£56:
15 Mrs L Craig, St Andrews
88  Mr & Mrs S Hudson, St Andrews

Kirsty Dawson (56} has been awarded 5
Tullis Russell Scholarship of £600 a
year (o support her studies fora degree in
Business Studies at Strathelyde
University. Of the four successful
applicants, Kirsty was the only girl
selected.

Neit Donaldson (56}, has been awarded
£1,000 by Edinburgh University in
recognition of academic excellence, 0
support him there in sindying Maths and
Physics,

The impetus for this year’s charity Non-
Uniformday caine mitially from g group
of second vear pupils, The whole school
rapidly became involved, with second
year selling tickets in Kilrymont Road
and the Interact Group organising in
South Sireet. A total of over £800 was
raised, which will be disuibuted 0 2
range of charities including Child
Leukemia.

Such days are an illusiration of the school
working together as a conmmunity at its
best. The atmosphere was all that could
be hoped for, with pupils responding
positively to the break in routine,
enjoying the comfort of casual clothing
while contributing to good canses, but
nevertheless working hard as on any
other school day.

‘Top of the Pops’ Performers

The highlight at Kifrymont Road came
at lunch time, when a huge and
appreciative audience of pupils were
taken back to the Sixties for an
pnforgetiable Tops of the Pops: many
stars, notoriously wnreliable in therr
present day appearances (Elvis Presley
and the Rolling Stones t0 mention but
two) managed to appear for this one
show. But for a remarkable selection of
wigs, the members of staff who were
prepared to display such remarkable
energy, dancing skills (and courage)
could be identificd. However Mrs D
Lamb, as compere, producer and chief
bully, can be named here o wke her
bow, : '
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Double Olympiad

Luke Halliwell (56), whose
mathematical prowess and competitive
enthusiasm bave brought bim success at
ever higher levels, has achieved his
uitimate ambition of being selected for
the six-strong Britsh Maths Glympiad
team to cotnpete in Taiwan in Tnly. Asif
this were not enough, Luke has also
reached the same superiative heights in
Computing. He has secured a place on
the equally prestigious tcam of four who
witl represent the UK in the 10th
Interpational Olympiad of Informatics
taling place at Expo in Lisbon during
September. Luke is currently gaining
work experience with a London-based
company while continuing {o prepare
for the contests by correspondence
course. With our congratulations, we
extend best wishes to Luke for a
suceessful and stimulating experience
competing at interpationat level, -

Following their Gold success in the UK
Schools Intermediate Maths Challenge
reported in the Easter Newsletter, Sue
Liu and Jack Edwards-Fox sat the

demanding second round paper in April.

Only around a hundred competitors
suceeed ‘in solving two complete
questions and ‘their achievement
therefore is recognised by an award at
Distinction. Greatly to their credit, b{}m
pupils reached this level,

SueLiu, with three and 2 half completed
questions, came st in Scotland and was
placed 18th in the UK listings. She has
heen awarded a scholarship to attend the
Natdonal Mathematics Summer School
atQueen’s College, Birmingham inearly
July. Since members of the 1998 UK
Mathematical Olympiad team will be
serving as team leaders and “mentors”
throughout the five day event, Su will
find af least one familiar face in Lukc
Haliwetl.

In the 1998 Mathématigues Sans
Frontigres competition, Madras has again
scored highly, with both the Fourth and
Fifth year entrants appearing in the final
list of twenty teams who received
ceritficates of excelience at the
Prizegiving Ceremony at Heriot-Watt
University on 18th June. The main prize
winners were announced there and both
teams have won second place in Scotland
in their respeciive competitions. Two
£200 prizes therefore come to the school.

The final round of UK Maths Challenge
is that for the junior years, where the
rising generation of Madras pupils enter
the competitive field in §1 and §2. The
outstanding results achieved by this age
group of pupils perpetuate an established
tradition, but are no less remarkable for
that. Indeed, the toal of 13 Gold, 19
Silver and 20 Bronze awards bas only
been equalled once before by Madras
pupils at this level, It should be
remembered that over 130,000
contestants ook part and that only the
t0p 6% achieve Gold awards, The Madras
pupiis whe did so arer Sarah Graves,
David Stephens, Duncan Knowles,
Donald McCsbe, Alistair Bonar, Robert
Coliins, Toby Gilbertson, Joseph
Humfrey, Andrew Farmer, Allan
Williamson: and Nina Hepburn in 82

. and, even more exceptonally, James
“Milneand David Taylor from S 1. Invited

10 sit the second round of the prestigious
Tunior Maths Olympiad, are the op four

scorers: James Milne, Sarah Graves,
- David Stephens and Duncan Knowles.

With performances like this, it is not
surprising that the Junior Team also won
the Fife Juonior Maths Challenge
Comg}euumz :

Cur congratulations goagain toakl! pupils,
winners of not, who take part in
competitive Mathematics: all their their
hard work and enthusiasm conwribute to

- this fine record of achievement. Much of

the credit, of course, should go to the
stalf of the Maths depariment and in
particuiar 16 My K Nishet, whose passion
for mathermatical problem solving and
unflagging competitive drive generates
and nurtures all this activity,

TESCO TOKENS:
Computers for
Schools

TheLearning Supportdepaniment would
like to say a big thank you fo all the
pupils, parents, grandparenis, aunts,
uncles and friends and the ieachers who
have sent in Tesco tokens. They arrived
by hand and by post from the length and
breadih of Scotland. We ended up witha
total of more than 16,000, which will be
putioexcellentuse supplying equipinent
to sypport pupils’ learning.

WMiaths

Sixteen pupils from S5 accompanied by
Mrs L Caldwell, spent a stimulating day
at the University of Stirling on June
i1th, taking part in workshop activities
and a quiz, Their mathematical insights
were expanded by taking part in the
following: “The Meaning of Life”, a
computer simulation of celi reproduction
and death; “Coke Pepsi Chalienge”, a
practical challenge leading to a statistical
analysis; “The Grand Canyon”, where
the StcHa Simulation Programme was
used for population modelling; and
“Capturing Space”, comparing volumes
of Platonic space.

/orkshop

For the third year in succession, Mr C
Jessop, Principal Teacher of French, led
a party of 41 pupils on another very
successful expedition to France. Drawn
from 52-54 with a setect group of sixth
years assisting with organisation, the
accompanying staff members were Mr
M Barclay, Miss 5 Mackay, Miss €
Lindsay and Miss P Dunn.

Many cxperiences were packed into a
short space of time. A moming visit (o
the First World War battleficld of Vimy
Ridge, the tour of Paris by coach and
metro, the boat wip on the Scine, the
Tour Eiffel, the Arc de Triomphe, the
Sacré-Coeur and Montmatre, the walk
down the Chamyps-Elysées, Parisretained
its magic, even for those who had been
before, especially when seen on our
“Paris by Night” tour.

Then on the Britiany via Chartres and
the magnificent cathedral, before the
Mont-Saint-Michel and the oysters at
Cancale. Records were broken here
when, with the initial apprehension over-
come, some six dozen oysters were
consumed by the group! Dinan’s market
possibilities  were  thoroughly
appreciated, as were the shops in Saint-
Malo before the long journey home. But
even this was relicved by an extensive
visit to the Continent hypermarket in
Cherbourg before going on board the
ferry. The lastfrancs were spent - if there
were any left by that time,

And the prize for the best project? £20 10
Karen McDermid (53) for a splendid
effort.
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Professor Peter MeKiernan, Chalriman of the School Board writes:

The School Board has been very active since its re-formation
in March this year. Many parent members have come on to
the Board for the first time and the enthusiasm and
commitment is remarkably high. Among the Board’s Duties
and Righis is a Right to represent the parent body on issues
relating to the education of our children. So, if there i an
issue with which you think we can help, please contact Mrs
M Wilson, Clerk w0 the School Board, in the South Strest
Office and she will bring it {o our atiention. Parents are
welcome at the Board's meetings - a list of next sessions
proposed meeting dates is given below. Il you have aspecific
issue to raise, there is a permanent parents’ slot high on the
agenda, This will enable you to leave early, just in case you
don’t want 0 witness the rest of the proceedings!

So far, we have had to deal with alarge backlog of issues that
arose in the six month gap between the old Board ceasing (o
be and the new one coming into existence. Such issues have
incinded the establishment of a Sub-Committee toinvestigate

and report on accormmodation, equipment and the general

resource needs of the school; foreign languages; homework;
the approval of the Rector’s budget plans fornexi sesston; the
road safety problems created by the chip vang; commentary
on the school holiday dates for the next two years and
responses 1o an abundance of surveys from Fife Council and

Two issues deserve special mention. The Board, in an extra
sitiing, debated the Scottish office Paper “Parents as Partners™,
This deals with the enhancement of the role of parents in
school education. We compiled a detailed response (o the
Paper, Hence we were delighted when, in the official response
from Fife Council o the Scottish Office, the voices of
Madras parents had been recorded loud and clear.

The Board has also moved quickly in response to concerns
among teachers that the apparently cominon delays in filling
some vacancies have caused undue stress and threatened the
guality of service in the run up to and during the examination
period. We are in correspondence with the Council as F write
this report.

The Board would like to take this opportunity to congratniate
the school on its achievements during the vear, to thank the
teachers for their high quality of service and to wish all
parents and pupils an enjoyable summer.

Proposed dates of meetings, Session 1998/%:
Thuorsday F0th September 1998
Thursday 29th October 1998
Thursday 26th November 1998
Thursday 28th Tanuary 1699

the Scottish Office.

Thursday 11th March 1999

Jonathan Dean, Jenny Shanks and Hazel Pearson (84) represented Scotland in the UK
finals of the English Speaking Union Schools’ Public Speaking Competition sponsored
by The Observer and Prudential. The cvent took place on May 9th at Godolphin and
Latymer School, London, Although not placed, the team performed well and were a

credit to both Madras and Scotland,

In the Junior Inter-House Diebate, the winners were Castle. Individual winners were:
Hric Baijal (83), Chair; Tom Lawrenson {53}, First Proposition and Thomas Foster
(S1), Opposition. All who taok part are congratulated on their contributions.

A group of 18 pupils from 83 Standard
Grade music worked with Mrs J Nisbet
towards 2 very successtul charity concert
in Newport on Saturday 6t June. The
programme they put fogether included
band music from the Pigeons and solo
items, varicus mstrumental groups,
recorder group and vocal artangements,

The annwal Bell Baxter Centenary Music
Competition, with finalists deawn from
Bell Baxter, Waid and Madras, was
frosted by Madras this year. Fine
performances from Kirsten McNeill (56)
and Jenny Lau (85) camed them first
place and runner up respectively.

usic

Rounding off a school career which has
involved him in entering (and winning)
Burns Competitions continuously since
first year, Glyn McCrickard (56) won
the National Burns Competition at
Carluke on 6th June, We applaud not
only this outstanding achievement, but
all the pleasure his singing and recitation
have given over the last six years and
hope he will continue todelight audiences
in the years ahead.

Results in the Associated Board
examinations sat at the beginning of this
ferm were excelient, involving pupils
from S1 to $6, many of whom gained
distinction oF merit passes.

YOUNG SCOT

In this competition, pupils in 51 were
invited to write saying why they would
like to train with the Scottish Clayinores.
As a result of the entry wristen by Sam
farg, he and the rest of Set 108,
accompanied by Mrs M Kyle andMrs M
Nicol, were invited to participate, joining
a group of 200 pupils from all over
Scotland. The day at Shotts on April 2nd
proved windy and wet, but the experience
was enjoyed by all. Highlights included
the waining sessions, cheerleading, a
“delicious” packed lunch and a free
sweaishirt, and all participants left with
a “goody bag”.

adrian’s Wall

On the weekend of 13/14th June, My
Cleland led his annual trip to Hadrian’s
Wall, assisted by Miss | Roberison, Mr
( Jessop and Mrs A Shieids. For the first
time, Carlisle Museum was included in
the visits and iis excellent exhibitions
were enjoyed. Despite some of the
wettest, chilliest weather encountered in
19 years of June expeditions, the intrinsic
interest of the trip and the impeccable

behaviour of the pupils made it once -

again a rewarding experience for all,
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s Golf

Within the school, Scott Finlay (§2) was
the winner of the Junior Boys Golf
Championships.

In the Fife Schools’ Championships,
Scoit Finlay (52) won the Junior Boys
Stroke Play, Hannah Norrie (86) and
Sarah Copland (83} are the Sentor Girls’
Team Stroke Play champions.

The school icam won the Scottish Golf
Foundation East of Scotland
Championship by 10 shots, but were
beaten in the national event by Marr
College. Jamie Farmer, Ruairidh
McQueen and Graeme Edie, will visit
the United States this summer to play in
the Buick Open and Mid-West Junior
Championship.

s Fennis

The school achieved a double in the
Midlands Schools’ Junior Tennis
Championships (Under 15), when Siri
MacDonald (8% and Alison Bell (§82)
won the Girls” event while Ben Anderson
{§2) and Johnny EBandall (§1) werc the
Boys' winners.

After the wet, dismal weather of recent
weeks, the bright blue sides of Sports
Day were cspecially welcome. The
afternoon ran as smoothly as ever, under
the expert direction of Mr T Trewartha,
Principal Teacherof PE, and his efficient
team, Many events were closely
contested and the standard was good. Mr
5 Smart, former member of the Technical
Department, presented the prizes.

The House Cup went to Castle, while the
individual winners were as follows:

SENIGR

Boys:  David Robertson
Girls:  Katie Cathro
THIRD YEAR

Boys: Craig Mclaren
Girls:  Emuma Stewart
SHCOND YEAR

Boys:  Adrian Dempster
Girls:  Ellen Nogrie
FIRST YEAR

Boys: David McLean
Girls: Fiona Thomson

ay

Activities

A great deal of staff organisation and time goes into the third vear's tdwee days of
activities, held when they complete their examinations at the end of May, bat it is well
worth while in the range of experiences it offers puptls and the benefits in terms of

relationships.

This year's Three Days ran exceptiomally smoothly, Over 160 pupils went on
resideniial trips to destinations as varied as Mull, Nethy Bridge, Scarborough,
London, Alton Towers and Glen Affric. The other half of the year group chose
involvement in a wide variety of s'ngle day cvents: diverse activities ranging from
Bread Making to Rock Climbing. The feedback {rom staff and pupils alike has been
enthusiastic and positive and our thanks go to all who were involved,

Ssampner

Mowday 29th June 1998
o
Fricloy 21st Avgust 1998
(Pupils returi Tuesday 25th August
1988

Featetreesn

Monday 5th October 1998

Mowdlouy 19th October 1998
to
Friday 23rdd Oclober 1598

Christimas
Wednesday 23rd Decerber 1998

to
Tuesday Sth Jaruary 1999

Febroyy

Thirsdaw 1Tth Jebruary 1999
stnd
Friciciy 120 February 1999

Eaoster
Mownday 298 March 1998

el
Frictay G April 1999

Al dates inclusive)




