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liy recollections of the lladras College may be said to date from
1s: foundation a hundred years ago, for both any father and ny mother,
being natives of Stindrews, were among the earliest pupils of the
College, and the name of the first Pngzlish Master, the Rev. David
Crichton,L.LeD., was a household word in our home. My Crichton had
studied at Tdinburgh and StAndrews Universities and had been licensed
by the Presbytery of sStindrews; but, as was comon in those days,
while waiting for a Church, he gave himself for a nunher of years
to the teaching profession. He was ordained to the ninistry at
Arbroath in 1838 and at the Disruption in 1843 he cast in his lot
with the FPree OChurch. A man of high character, he stamped the im-
press of his personality so deeply on his pupils that long years X
afterwards my father and mother still revered his memory and held
him up to their children not only as a model teacher but as a pattern
of all that was noble and upright.

From 1868 to 1878 I myself was a pupil of the Oollege, and my
secollections of these years are for the most part bright and happy.
Poubtless among teachers and scholars alike there were blenishes and
faults. A school is a little worldyand, like the greater world out-
side its walls, it comprises a mingling of the zood and the evil;
but in "the Madras"”, as we familiarly called it, the good was pre-

dominant, and in the retrospect I find 1t easy to pass over tie sad
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III.

I come now to the Teachers. In my time there was no one entitled
to be called the Headmaster or Principal of the whole College. In-
stead, we had no fewer than seven Headmasters, each, however, being
Head in his own Department only. Here is the listi-

Nglish cccscescccssccess-css.RObOTrt Armstron;, LeL.De
01a881iC8 eesccscssscscsscese David FOgo, LeLeDs

French and German eecscccecee Schaefer, FheD.
datheniaticSecccscosssccccsnee Ochterlonio, LeLeDe
Arithneticeccsceccceccccece ROid. MeAo

VritingeessesscscsecsscesssscAndrew Bell liorrison,lisA.
Drawing and Paintingececcecces Paterson.

By an alternating arrangement each of these Headmasters in turn
acted as Head of the School for one week at a time. He was called
the Convener, and before him during his week of office any culprits
who nishehaved outside the class-room were haled by the Janitor for
punisheent. Tt was also to the Convener for the week we had to ap-
ply for those "skating holidays" of which by lonz tradition we were
entitled to three each winter, if and when the frost favoured us.

Of the numerous assistant teachers in the various departnents
T have no special recollections to record. There was one extra TN
Teacher, however, of whom mention should be made, if only te indi-
cate the surpriesingly small place givew to the teaching of liusic in
the zchool in those days. i:;%ng the private teachers of lusic in

the city
one, i Salter by name, was selected and given the posi-

tion of Singing .iaster for the Schools For an hour or two on one or
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things, to disperse the shadows, and to dwell with grateful affection
on the finer influences which, though one scareely realised it at
the time, were being steadily brought to bear upon the shaping of
one's life and character.

I.

Beginning from the outside, T would -et daown,as anong wumy most
vivid recollections, the gravel play-zround in front of the College
where, during the hourly ten-uinutes intervals between our various
classes, we engaged in the usual games of ‘“marbles”,'leap-frog®,
“cat and dog";tig", and, best of all, the thrilling game called
"Cave" in whioh the two sides vied with each other in naking swift
rushes from point to pointes The paved quadrangle and corridors
within the centre of the shhool-buildings served also for various
games though in these we were hampered a little by the phalanx of
teachers who during the aforesaid intervals promenaded to and fro
in the quadrangle and did not always welcome the collisions with
their YM)XX dashing pupils which would now and then ogcour. The
large grass-park, too, at the back of the College was furnished with
several sets of swings and gave opportunity for foot-ball and crio-
ket of sorts, but was opened for our use only during part of the
Session. Golf was played on Saturdays, but athletiocs generally
counted for less in my time than in these modern days.

II.

Turning to the school itself, I recall, as perhaps the most
curious feature of my day, the caste system under which the College
was divided into what almost amounted to four different schools.
Social distinctions were then more readily acquiesced in, and to-day
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1t sounds almost inecredidbly odd to be told of the *west Room" for
the children of the poorest classes, the "Nast Room" for the children
of the middle classes, the “Privates® for those of the upper classes,
and the*Private-Privates® for zirls only and these still more select
with a suite of class-rooms for their exclusive usee.

;smong the pupils of these different divisions there was aluost
no social intercourse, not because the hoys and girls themselves put
on snobbish airs but rather because the parents willed to have 1t
s0, and public opinion offered no serious objection. Tt ought to be
explained, i.owever, that it was quite permissible for pupils to pass
up from the humbler to thehigher grades if the parents chose to pay

the increased fees. So far as my memory serves,this passing up was

con ively comnen as frem the *mast Room" to the “Privgtes®, for
the 7 1 oi,nt roaaonhthat it was only Mtha ad
’ 3) o‘ pairts® who aspired to the Yniversity could obtain the necessary

tuition in such subjects as Latin, Creek, French, German and lMathe-
matics. It 19%;“& of interest to note that a very large

nuaber of the boy-pupils in the so-called "Private"” classes were not
natives of StAndrews but came from all parts of Scotland and Ingland
and the Colonies. Of these boys in ny time there would be as many
as 150 every Session. They lived in special Poarding- Houses of ®
which there were five in different parts of the anclent city. The
presence of these boy-boarders in such large nunbers is clear evid-
ence of the hizh reputation of the College and of the almost unique
pesition which it then held as an educational Tnstitution.
IIT.
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the Convener, and before him during his week of office any culprits
who nishehaved outside the class-room were haled by the Janitor for
punisheent. Tt was also to the Convener for the week we had to ap-
ply for those "skating holidays" of which by lonz tradition we were
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Of the numerous assistant teachers in the various departnents
T have no special recollections to record. There was one extra TN
Teacher, however, of whom mention should be made, if only te indi-
cate the surprisingly small place givew to the teaching of liusic in
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the city
one, . Salter by name, was selected and given the posi-

tion of Singing liaster for the School. For an hour or two on one or
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two days a week .ir Salter gathered together the scholars of the"Rast"
and "West" Rooms only in the large VWest Room,at one end of which
there was an organ. Seated at this instrunent, by alternately play-
ing and shouting he endeavoured to teachIX singinz to some two hun-
dred pupils with an enthusiasm which very few of these pupils seemed
to share. It was an impossible task, though the teacher did his ¥
bhest.

These memories would, T fear, hecome unduly prelonged 1if T at-
tempted here to outline the csharacteristics of all the seven Headm
masters whose names T have recorded. T shall content myself, there-
fore, with some notesahout three of them.

1. Dr ADNSTRONG.- DBy the community in general I'» Armstrong was
usually rezarded as the real Principal of the College. And rightly
50, for he had by far the heaviest task and the largest responsibi-
lity. It fell to him to supervise all the education zgiven in the
*West Roon® and "Rast Room". For this he required a large staff of
assistants. And in addition, he hinself taught English to most of
the cBasses in the "Privates” and “Private-Privates'. /nd he was
a moat efficient teacher, full of energy and enthusiasm. In his
prine he was one of the outstanding 2Jueaticnists of Seetland, the

authey o IYrariars and ether Text-beeks, = lezder in nis profegsior.

e was old-fashioned enough to believe in and rractise corporal puni-
shment rore freely than weuld now meet with the approval of a softer

amtd ame st his hatwed of 1dlenesz= and gloth was a healthy thing
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and his uvwn exaiple oi untirin, Jiiigendse ai14 net fe41 to impresn
aven the most slu zish of the boys whose hands e often bilsicred

wish his "tawze® o» his eane.



Quite vain was every atteupt to invent a

nick-name for Dr Foge. The nearest we got to one was to call him
“Piugs Aeneas’;and that was nore than half a compliment. [is remar-
Kable succes- as a teaclier of lLatin and Greek was shown in the long
suecession of his punrils who figured in the Bursary list and the
nlan=ieal "onours list of the 'miversity. One cenvineing proof of
this imy here he nentioned. Cn one oeccasion he aet Touy of him
rurils to tackles the Latin and Creek papers whieh 0 cecently been
Drosarihed Tor the LA delyee; and the vegult ehiowed thai alls Tour
were already sufiisiently advanced 1o make a crodliable ;ass I0r X
that degree e¢van helfore they had ontered gthe Thiveraitye

3. Tr OQIMIELOVTle= Anonz all the Feadnasters Ir Lonie, as for
short we always called him, ozcupied a placa hy hingslfs He was
something or a genius, and as sucn ne was errablc alike in Lia ten-
per and in his teachingz. when nis wrath was roussd, 1t blazed; yet
withal he was a nan of a large and loving nearts One day he would
have ua singinz or chanting the propositions in Tuelid; ancther day,
instead of our prerer lessen, we would jel & isclure i sLiE subje:zt
that interested him at the norent.s FPor seie reason ne was entrusted
for a tine at least mith the teachin: of Geograpvhy as well as of
.athematios, and he wns ~ont, one hour a week, to relieve the dulness

and dAryness of this subject by a LeTavd VL 1ls vills 'e cenducted
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us on inaginary excursions which would start at StAndrews from the
Pends or the West Fort. Thence we were led along one or other of
the reoads of Fife and were calldd upon to name fhe different towns
through which we passed. Another day we would cross from Fife teo
the Lothians or proceed nerthward to the counties of Angus or Aber-
deen. Oradually in imagination we travelled in this way over a large
part of Scotland and even made occasional expeditions inte Ingland,
Dr Lenie supplying us en route with much interefing information
songerning the history eor the industrial activities of the principal
towms we were suppesed to visit.
T+ waa mnderhis inspiration that the dramatioc talent latent ameng
the boys wag Alscovered. For nany years the Ohristnas season in
Stindrews was enlivered by what was Known as "Dr Tonle's llerrie
deetinz® - the ronmulaw nane -iven to the Araratic entertaln »~nt pro=-
rided night a2fter night in tie larje Test Room of the Colleje by

hovs aarefully selcocted ard trained.

rut 4+ 13 tine to hving thess randen enories to a close. 7Te-day

1+ mould be hard to got down in owder of morit the Noya' lcadeomies
and all the other se oundary =mchocls in “cotlande. MEU'IM Toelir
neie is lerione Put in my yonthn they wers few, and heyond all ques-
s10n the Lidpas follese ntood in the front rank. 4As T nave alroady
rentioned, it attrasted puils not unly fren all parts of fsotland
but Pfren Tnzland, fron Tndia and fra: the Colonies. (onditicns have
now aranzed and the gshool aan ne lenger oxmect Lo calntain the

eveentional vomition 1t onae onsanieds Tone the less 1t hag still
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a place all its own te fill among the educational institutions of
the country in a city possessed of educational advantages and faci-
lities of incemparable excellence. After a hundred years of high
and honourable service, the Madras College is well entitled teo

celebrate its Oentenary . HEaHEHRCCORNONOONTAY
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