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Madras College Archive 
 
2014 is the 100th anniversary of the First World War. The school archive holds copies of 
the Madras College Magazines up to Summer 1916 when publication ceased.  It did not 
resume until the New Series in June 1928. 
 
The New Year issue 1915 carried the first reports of pupils who had gone to war and 
included the Roll of Honour of ‘Old Boys on Active Service’.  It also reported on the first 
death and injuries amongst the group. The following editions continued to carry 
information on enlistments and casualties. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The St Andrews Citizen, published weekly, carried more extensive information on 
enlistments and casualties. The Fifeshire Journal also gave more details. 
 
A comprehensive investigation into the names listed on the remembrance plaque in 
the quadrangle of the Madras College building in South Street was undertaken by 
Ken Paterson, a former pupil, who presented his work to the school.  
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Adamson, H., V. & F. Y. 
Aikman, E., 1st Lieut., H.M.S. "Motagua” 
Anderson, A. W., Capt., 5th K.O.S.B., Imperial 
Service Battalion. 
Anderson, C., 2nd Lieut., 13th H.L.L  
Anderson, D. D., 2nd Lieut., 2nd East Yorks.  
Armit, A. G., 19th Alberta Dragoons, 2nd 
Canadian Expeditionary Force.  
Armit, G. G., Lieut. Engineer, H.M.S. 
"Laconia."  
Armit, W. B., Lieut., H.M.S. " Reindeer."  
Auchterlonie, James. Lance-Corporal, F. & 
F.Y.  
Banks, J. H., Essex Sports Battalion.  
Beaven, F., Essex Sports Battalion.  
Bell, D. M. W., Seaman, H.M.T. "Kilbride."  
Bell, Robert, 6th Engr., H.M.T. " Royal 
George."  
Birrell, John, 2nd Lieut., 8th B.W.  
Birrell, J.W., Capt., H.C.B. 
Brown, Alex., National Reserves, 7th R.H.  
Brown. A., Lance-Corporal, F. & F. Y.  
Brown R., 20th Battery C.F.A.. Canadian 
Expeditionary Force. 
Brown, W. B., Lieut., 7th R. H. (Wounded).  
Bruce, Boswell, L. Corporal, H.C.B.  
Butler, A., R.A.M.C.  
Butler, G., R.A.M.C.  
Campbell, Fairley, Private, 7th R.H.  
Campbell, W. M., 2nd Lieut., 16th Gordons.  
Caseby, J.A., Motor Cyclist, Scottish Horse.  
Caseby, W. R. B., 2nd Lieut., 14th Batt. R. 
Scots.  
Cooper, A. E., Private, R.A.M.C.  
Cooper, William W., Submarine Flotilla. R.N.  
Coutts, Walter, S.A.E.C., West Africa.  
Carstairs, A., Sergeant, F. & F.Y.  
Craig, F., 2nd Lieut., 11th (Service) Batt., 
South Lancs. 
Craig, H. D. C., 2nd Lieut., H.L.I. (Wounded).  
Cuthbert, John C., 2nd Lieut., Signal Coy., 
R.E.  
Cuthbert, W. J., 2nd Lieut., R.S. Fusiliers.  
Deas, Percy B., Capt., A.S.C.  
Dick, William, Lieut.-Colonel.  
Doig, D., Glasgow Cyclist Batt. 
Downie, A., Trooper, F. & F.Y.  
Duncan, J., Lance-Corporal, F. & F.Y.  
Duncan, T., Canadian Expeditionary Force.  
Durie, Alex., Private, R.F.A.  
Farquharson, J., 2nd Lieut.. A. & S.H.  

Fenton, John, Private, 7th K.H.  
Ferguson, J., R.G.A.  
Forgan, P. L., 2nd Lieut., 7th R.H.  
Gillespie, C., 2nd Lieut., H.L.I.  
Gillespie, J., Capt., 7th R.H.  
Glen, A., 2nd Lieut., A. & S.H.  
Glen, G., Motor Cyclist, C Coy., H.C.B.  
Graham, T., Corporal, F. & F. Y.  
Grieve, D., Trooper, Scottish Horse.  
Hall. K. S., 2nd Lieut., Northumberland 
Fusiliers.  
Hackstoun, K., 2nd Lieut., 9th R.S. 
Harvey, D., A.K.I.B.A., 1st London Sanitary 
Company. 
Hill, C. P., Lieut., Royal Scots.  
Hendry, P., Lieut.-Colonel  
Hendry. R., Lance-Corporal, R.E.  
Hogg, T., London Scottish. 
Jackson, R. M., Private, 5th Royal West 
Surrey.  
Jamieson, Dr. J. W. M., Lieut., R.A.M.C.  
Joyner, G. R., Essex Sports Battalion.  
Laing, J. .M. M., 2nd Lieut., 4th H.L.I.  
Law, Thomas, Private. 5th R.H. 
Leask, Lewis, Midshipman, H.M.S. ——  
Leask, J. W., L. Sergt., Lovat Scouts. 
Leask, James,  Mounted Rifles Motor Corps, 
Madras.  
Leask, Joseph, Naval Constructor and 
Transport Inspector, Australian Navy.  
Lessells, Raymond, Lance-Corp. Motor 
Cyclist, H.C.B. 
Leighton, Douglas, Private, 7th R.H.  
Lill, C. D., Private, A 3 Section R.A.M.C.  
Lynn, J., 2nd Lieut., 7th Gordon Highlanders.  
McCririck, Chas., Sergeant, 4th R.H.  
Mackie, E. G., 2nd Lieut., Royal Scots.  
Mason, C. W., Private, 7th R. H.  
Meiklejohn, G. S., 2nd Lieut., 13th Royal 
Scots.  
Mitchell, David, Driver, A.S.C.  
Mitchell, J. F., Trooper, Lovat Scouts.  
Mitchell, R. V. G., Royal Scots.  
Morrison, F., 2nd Lieut., Scottish Rifles.  
Morrison, L. G., 2nd Lieut., 9th Black Watch.  
More, A., Lance-Corporal, H.C.B.  
Morrow, C., R.F.A.  
Morrow, T., Cossipore Artillery.  
Murray, G. H., Driver, A.S.C.  
Murray, W. J. R., 16th Howitzer Battalion, 
C.F.A. Canadian Expeditionary Force.  

Madras College Roll of Honour 
 

From Madras College Magazine, Summer 1915 
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McKenzie, Alex., Lieut., A.S.C.  
McKenzie, H. M., Lieut., R.A.M.C. (Wounded).  
McKenzie, Albert A., 2nd Lieut., R.F.A.  
McLetchie, A., Canadian Expeditionary Force.  
McNiven, .J, Sergt.. F. & F.Y.  
Macpherson, J. L., Major, 7th R.H.  
McGregor, D., Private, H.L.I.  
Norrie, P., L.-Corporal, A. & S. H.  
Petrie, G., Trooper, F. & F.Y.  
Pirie, M., Private, 7th R.H. 
Proudfoot, F., Major, R.A.M.C. (Wounded).  
Rintoul, Sydney, Lieut., R.A.M.C.  
Rintoul, W., Lance-Corporal, F. & F.Y.  
Ripley, J., Private, 7th R.H.  
Ritchie, D., Trooper, F. & F.Y.  
Robertson, Alex., 2nd Lieut., Royal Scots 
(Wounded). 
Robertson, Major J., 7th R.H.  
Robertson, J., 28th Batt., 2nd Co., Canadian 
Expeditionary Force. Robertson, W. P., 7th 
(Reserve) K.H. 
Roger, C., Trooper. F. & F.Y. 
Roger, J. Corporal, F. & F.Y. 
Rusack, A. C., Surgeon, R.N. 
Rusack, D. W., 2nd Lieut., Scottish Horse. 
Rusack. Louis A., 2nd Lieut., Border 
Regiment. 
Rutherford. John. Private, 5th Signal Coy., 
R.E. 
Sanderson. H.. 2nd Lieut., Royal Scots. 
Scott, A. G., 2nd Lieut., R.G.A. 
Scroggie, A. Y., Royal Naval Volunteers. 
Scroggie W. R., Royal Naval Volunteers. 
Simpson. J. P., 2nd Lieut., H.C.B. (Wounded). 
Sinclair, J., Piper, 7th R.H. 

Smith, J. P., 2nd Lieut., 4th H.L.I. (Wounded). 
Sorley, J., Essex Sports Battalion. 
Stevenson, A.,  Lieut., Gordon Highlanders 
(Wounded). 
Stevenson, J. W.. Lieut., 14th H.L.I.  
Stewart, R. D., Private, 9th R.H.  
Stewart, J. R., Sergeant. 7th R.H.  
Stewart, Thomas, Corporal, "A" Coy., A.S.C.  
Strettell, W. D., 2nd Lieut., 4th H.L.I. 
(Wounded). 
Studley, Logan, 2nd Lieut., East Yorks 
(Killed).  
Thomson, Alan F., Private, 3rd East Yorks.  
Thomson, David, 2nd Lieut., A.S.C.  
Thomson, J.,  Lieut.,  Gordon  Highlanders 
(Wounded). 
Thomson, W., 2nd Lieut.. K.O.S.B.  
Thomson, William, Private, 7th R.H.  
Todd, David, Corporal,  8th Batt., Gordon 
Highlanders. 
TurnBull, M., Trooper, F & F.Y.  
Turnbull. W., Sergeant, F. & F.Y.  
Turner, Fred., Sportsman's Battalion, 
Edinburgh.  
Watson, Alex., R.E.  
Watt, Colin, 2nd Lieut., R.E.  
Weighton, D., Corporal, R.E.  
Wilson,  Alex.,  Lance-Corporal, F. & F.Y.  
Wilson, James, Private, Canadian 
Expeditionary Force. 
Wilson, John, Lieut., H.M.I. "Active."  
Wilson, William, Private, 7th R.H.  
Young, David, 1/7th R.H. (Wounded).  
Young,  John, Staff Sergt.-Major, Australian 
Forces. 

The usual public ceremonies connected with the closing day having been dispensed with, 
it was thought advisable to hold no Annual Reunion this year. Many of those who 
arranged these functions and many of those who took part in them are absent on active 
service. Major Macpherson, the Hon. Secretary, is away in command of his Company, and 
Lieut. W. B. Brown, 7th R.H., the Assistant Secretary, is slowly recovering from somewhat 
serious wounds. So far as we know only one Old Boy—2nd Lieut. Logan Studley—has 
been killed, but among others invalided home from the front we may mention Lieut. H. M. 
McKenzie, R.A.M.C., the youngest son of the headmaster, who has lost his right arm, 
Major Proudfoot, R.A.M.C., Private D. Young, 7th R.H., who was severely wounded on the 
same occasion as Lieut. Brown, Lieut. A. G. Stevenson and Lieut. J. Thomson, Gordon 
Highlanders, 2nd Lieut. James P. Smith (who has lost three fingers of his right hand and 
whose life was for a time in great danger), and 2nd Lieut. W. M. D. Strettell, of the 4th 
H.L.I., 2nd Lieut. H. D. Craig, H.L.I., and 2nd Lieut. A. Robertson, R.S., who has been 
invalided home for the second time. We wish one and all a speedy and entire recovery 
and take this opportunity of expressing our gratitude and admiration for the way in which 
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they have upheld the honour of the school. We also congratulate those others who have 
escaped unscathed, particularly 2nd Lieut. C. Gillespie and Sergeant C. McCririck who 
have been so long in the field, and we sincerely hope that the same good fortune may 
follow them to the end. 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photographs are from the Madras College Magazines between 1915 and 1916 
and the Fife News Almanac 1914 and 1915. 
 
The Madras College Archive can be viewed online at: 
 

http://www.madrascollegearchive.org.uk 
 

Arlen Pardoe, Ken Paterson, May 2014 
 

Booklet and contents © The Madras College Archive Group 2014 

 
Printing sponsored by the Madras College FP Girls’ Club 

Roll of Honour 1915 
In memorium 

 
James G Alexander 
Charles H Anderson 

Charles Gillespie 
Kenneth S Hall 
John M Rodger 
Ralph Rattray 
Logan Studley 

From Madras College Magazine  
June 1915 
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James G Alexander 
 
Clyde Z/2267, Nelson Battalion, Royal Naval Division 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 
 
 
In July 1914 the Admiralty mobilized the Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve, and James Graham 
Alexander was posted to the Benbow Battalion 
of the Royal Naval Division. On the 18th March 
1915 an Allied force began landing on the 
Gallipoli Peninsula. By the 4th May the Royal 
Naval Division was ashore at Cape Helles, 
where it was based for the remainder of the 
campaign. The ability of the Turkish forces to 
defend their positions had been 
underestimated, and as well as sustaining 
casualties in action, the Allies lost men to 
diseases such as dysentery. 
 
After sustaining heavy losses on the 4th June, 
the Royal Naval Division’s Battalions were re-
organised, and James Alexander was 
transferred to the Nelson Battalion. On the 12th 
July another attempt was made to capture Achi 
Baba, the Turkish-held strongpoint that 
dominated the surrounding area. The attack 
took place up the dry river-bed of the Achi Baba 
Nullah, and the fighting continued into the 
following day. Little ground was gained and 
there were many casualties among the units 
taking part, which included the Nelson Battalion.  
 
Among the casualties on the 13th July 1915 was Able Seaman James Alexander. His body 
was found and buried by the French, having identified it by his disc. His temporary grave 
could not be located after the war and he is remembered on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. 
 
He was born on 3 October 1895 and lived with his father at 11 Fleming Place, St 
Andrews. 
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From Madras College Magazine Summer 1916  
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Charles H Anderson 
 

13th (Reserve) Battalion, Highland Light Infantry 
 
 

Charles Henry Anderson was born on the 12th May 1896. 
He became an apprentice surveyor, and was 
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 13th (Reserve) 
Battalion, Highland Light Infantry. The reserve battalions 
were used initially to recruit and train men for home 
defence, but as the war progressed, their main role was 
to supply replacements for the casualties sustained by 
the battalions on active service abroad. In August 1915, 
Lieutenant Anderson’s battalion was based at Stobs 
Camp near Hawick. 
 
On the 25th August 1915, Lieutenant Anderson was 
travelling on his motorcycle near Balcomie Castle, Crail, 
when he met a coaching party on a dangerous corner. 
To avoid injuring others he turned his motorcycle into a 
wall, and sustained a fractured skull. He was taken 
unconscious to the Cottage Hospital St Andrews, where 
he died a few hours later. He is buried in the Western 
Cemetery, St Andrews. 
 
He was the son of Charles Fleming Anderson and 
Harriette Emma Anderson of 116 South Street, St 
Andrews 

From Madras College Magazine 
Summer 1916 
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From Madras College Magazine June 1910 

From Madras College Magazine New Year 1912 

From Madras College Magazine Summer 1911 
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Charles Gillespie 
 
4th Battalion, Highland Light Infantry. 
 
 
Charles Gillespie was born in St Andrews 
on the 17th December 1892. He was a 
good athlete at school and captained 
the 1st XV rugby team during his final 
year at Madras College, 1909-10. He 
then became a student at St Andrews 
University, where he was captain of 
both the athletic club, and the hockey 
team. He played golf for St Andrews 
University, and was chosen to play for 
the Midlands in the Scottish hockey trial 
match at Melrose. He graduated B.Sc. in 
July 1914, and was studying medicine at 
St Andrews when the First World War 
began. After volunteering to serve in 
September 1914, he was commissioned 
as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 4th Battalion of 
the Highland Light Infantry. After the 4th 
Battalion landed in France on the 15th 
March 1915, he was attached to the 2nd 
Battalion of the same regiment. 
 
 
On the 24th August 1915, Lieutenant Gillespie was shot through the left lung, and after a 
period in which his condition improved, he died at Chocques, near Bethune on the 20th 
September 1915. He is buried in Chocques Military Cemetery, France. 
 
He was the son of Mrs C. W. Gillespie and the late J. R. Gillespie, Architect, of St Andrews 
and was married to Christina (Brooklands, St Andrews). 
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From Madras College Magazine June 1908 

From Madras College Magazine  
December 1906 

From Madras College Magazine June 1908 
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From Madras College Magazine June 1910 
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From Madras College Magazine Easter 1909 



14 

 

 

From Madras College Magazine June 1909 

Rugby Team 
 

1909-10 

From Madras College Magazine June 1909 
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From Madras College Magazine June 1909 
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From Madras College Magazine December 1909 

From Madras College Magazine June 1910 
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From Madras College Magazine June 1910 

From Madras College Magazine June 1910 

From Madras College Magazine 
New Year 1911 
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From Madras College Magazine  
Summer 1911 

From Madras College Magazine  
Summer 1911 

From Madras College Magazine  
New Year 1912 
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From Madras College Magazine  
Summer 1916 
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Kenneth Stuart Hall 
 
21st Division Cycle Battalion, Northumberland 
Fusiliers. 
 
 
Kenneth Stuart Hall received his commission as 
a 2nd Lieutenant in the 15th Battalion 
Northumberland Fusiliers on the 14th December 
1914. On the 1st November 1915 he was 
attached to the 21st Division Cyclist Battalion, 
Army Cyclist Corps, and landed in France on 
the 25th December 1915. Cyclist battalions 
were deployed early in the war when the units 
could use the roads to travel more quickly than 
walking infantry. Once mobile warfare ceased 
and trenches were constructed, cyclist 
battalions were used as normal infantry.  
 
On the 21st January 1916, 2nd Lieutenant Hall 
wrote a letter home in which he described 
what it was like to take part in a night patrol. 
 
“I went out on patrol with one of our officers and our sergeant. We got right up to the 
German barbed wire, five yards from their trench. We could see them walking past and 
hear them talking, and I should have liked to fire at them. When they put up lights we 
just lay still and there was plenty of cover near two mine craters. The Division mentioned 
our report in their daily summary and called it a very valuable reconnaissance.” 
 
Four days later, 2nd Lieutenant Hall volunteered to lead a bombing party on a night attack 
on the German trenches near Armentieres. The party had got quite close to a gap in the 
enemy’s wire when they were detected. The Germans sent up flares to illuminate the 
area, and opened fire. 2nd Lieutenant Hall was hit and carried unconscious to a casualty 
clearing station where he died fifteen minutes later. His commanding officer wrote of him: 
 
“He was doing his duty nobly, leading his party in a raid on the German trenches. In the 
little time he was with us I got to appreciate his worth. He certainly knew no fear.” 
 
Kenneth Stuart Hall is buried in the Cite Bonjean Military Cemetery, Armentieres, France. 
On the 3rd February 1916, his promotion to the rank of Lieutenant was announced in the 
London Gazette. 
 
Kenneth Stuart Hall was the son of Robert and Margaret Hall of Elmbank, Dollar, 
Clackmannanshire and was born in St Andrews. 
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From Madras College Magazine  
June 1908 

From Madras College Magazine  
June 1910 

From Madras College Magazine  
June 1907 
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From Madras College Magazine  
Easter 1911 

From Madras College Magazine  
June 1912 
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From Madras College Magazine  
Summer 1916 
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John M Roger 
 
Fife and Forfar Yeomanry 
 
 
John Millar Roger was born on the 26th February 1895. 
He was a good athlete at school, and a member of the 
undefeated Madras College rugby team of 1910-11. 
After leaving school he worked on his father’s farm, 
and in 1913 he became a student of agriculture at St 
Andrews University. When war was declared he joined 
the Fife and Forfar Yeomanry, reaching the rank of 
Corporal.  
 
The 32 officers and 617 other ranks of the Fife and 
Forfar Yeomanry came ashore at Suvla Bay Gallipoli, 
under cover of darkness on the 24th September 1915. 
On the following morning they found that the British 
trenches were in full view of the Turkish positions 
above them. There was a steady loss of British troops 
through artillery and sniper fire, and also as a result of 
disease. 
 
Corporal Roger died of dysentery on the 29th November 1915. The officer in command of 
his troop wrote about his death on the 12th December. 
 
“We had a bad thunderstorm on Friday November 26th, and in addition to getting soaked 
were flooded out of our reserve trenches. Saturday was a bitterly cold day with a north 
wind, and we moved up to the firing line at 5.30 p.m., wading up to the knees most of 
the way. The fire trenches were knee-deep in icy water, and we were wet and in water all 
the weekend. There was snow on Sunday, but a hard frost on Sunday night dried the 
trenches by Monday morning. It was on this Monday morning, the 29th, that he died. It 
was really his extreme pluckiness that caused his death. He had never been well since 
landing. We all had dysentery more or less at first, but got better: those that did not went 
to hospital. John never threw it off but refused to go to hospital. I saw him not looking 
well and asked him several times how he was, but he would not admit that he was really 
ill, and insisted on doing his full share of guard’s work. He died quite suddenly. I expect it 
was heart failure owing to exposure and cold. He showed everyone of us an example in 
steady courage, and I think it takes as much real pluck to hold on straight against a strain 
as it does to do some dashing exploit in the heat of action.” 
 
 
Corporal John Roger’s body was buried in a temporary grave behind the firing lines, but it 
could not be located after the war for re-burial, and he is remembered on the Helles 
Memorial, Turkey. 
 
He was the son of John Millar Roger and Blanche Roger of Balgove, St Andrews. 



25 

 

From Madras College Magazine  
Easter 1907 

From Madras College Magazine  
June 1908 

From Madras College Magazine  
June 1908 

From Madras College Magazine  
June 1909 
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From Madras College Magazine  
January 1911 
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From Madras College Magazine  
Easter 1911 
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From Madras College Magazine  
Summer 1911 

From Madras College Magazine  
June 1912 
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From Madras College Magazine  
Xmas 1912 

From Madras College Magazine  
Summer 1912 
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From Madras College Magazine  
Summer 1916 
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Ralph D Rattray 
 
5th Battalion, Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) 
 
 
Ralph Rattray was born in Glasgow in 1891, 
and in 1901 he was living there with his 
family. In 1905, his father Wellwood Rattray, 
a landscape painter who was born in St 
Andrews, died aged only 52. Ralph moved to 
St Andrews, and his name appears in a 
number of editions of the Madras College 
Magazine for 1906 and 1907, where he is 
mentioned as a member of the golf, cricket 
and rugby teams. 
 
During the First World War, Ralph Rattray 
served as a Private in the 5th (Territorial) 
Battalion, Cameronians (Scottish Rifles). In 
April 1917 the Battalion was in the area near 
St Martin-sur-Cojeul, south-east of Arras. 
During that month it took part in the 
offensive against the heavily fortified German 
positions that formed the Hindenburg Line, 
and sustained the following casualties: 3 
officers and 48 other ranks killed in action, 
10 officers and 209 other ranks wounded, 
and 13 other ranks missing. 
 
Among the wounded was Private Ralph Rattray. He would have been given first aid 
before being moved to a casualty clearing station where his injuries could be assessed. 
Men with more serious wounds were then transferred to base hospitals near the French 
coast, and in some cases they were sent back for hospital treatment in Britain. Ralph 
Rattray must have been evacuated to a hospital in England, because he is recorded in the 
register of deaths for April to June1917 in the Sherborne district of Dorset. He is buried in 
the Sandymount Cemetery, Glasgow. The Commonwealth War Dead records state that R. 
D. Rattray died on 18 May 1917.   
 
Ralph Rattray was the son of Wellwood and Jemima Douglas Rattray and the husband of 
Elizabeth McCusker Rattray of 355, Wellshot Road, Tollcross, Glasgow. 
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 From Madras College Magazine  
June 1906 

From Madras College Magazine  
Christmas 1906 
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From Madras College Magazine  
June 1906 

From Madras College Magazine  
Easter 1907 

From Madras College Magazine  
Christmas 1907 
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From Madras College Magazine  
Christmas 1907 

From Madras College Magazine  
June 1907 
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From Madras College Magazine  
June 1908 
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Logan Studley 
 
1st Battalion East Yorkshire Regiment 
 
 
Logan Studley was born in the registration 
district of York in 1896. On the 12th 
September 1913, while still a pupil at 
Madras College, he enlisted in the 7th 
Battalion Black Watch Special Reserve in 
Edinburgh. On the 11th January 1914 he 
was released by the Black Watch, and 
joined the 2nd Battalion Yorkshire 
Regiment based in the Channel Island of 
Guernsey. 
 
The Battalion landed in the Belgium port 
of Zeebrugge on the 6th October 1914 as 
part of the 21st Brigade, 7th Division of the 
British Expeditionary Force (B.E.F.). The 
Division was to assist in the defence of 
Antwerp, but the city fell to the Germans 
on the 10th October, and the Battalion 
then marched south towards Ypres. On 
the 18th October, the London Gazette 
announced that Lance Corporal Logan 
Studley had received his commission as a 
2nd Lieutenant. His promotion also 
included a transfer to the East Yorkshire 
Regiment, but he would never serve with 
his new unit. 
 
The German offensive known as the First Battle of Ypres, began on the 19th October and 
continued until the 22nd November 1914. The B.E.F. sustained more than 75,000 
casualties, and ceased to exist as a professional army. 
 
One of the casualties was 2nd Lieutenant Logan Studley. He died on the 25th October 
while still serving with the 2nd Battalion Yorkshire Regiment, and is buried in Ypres Town 
Cemetery, Begium. 
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From Madras College Magazine  
Christmas 1912 
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From Madras College Magazine  
Easter 1913 
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From Madras College Magazine  
Summer 1913 

From Madras College Magazine  
Summer 1915 
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Extra information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A St Andrews Soldiering family 

Reading from left to right the names are: Second-Lieut. Logan Studley, Bombadier 
Harry Vincent Studley, Captain H Studley, Sergeant Thomas Studley, Lance-Corporal 
Richard Studley. 
 
Captain and Quarter-Master Harry Studley, 7th Royal Highlanders, Black Watch, has lived 
his life in the service of his country, both at home and abroad, and four of his sons have 
followed in his footsteps. He went through both the Egyptian and the South African wars, 
for which he holds medals. The present war found him still active at his post as Quarter-
Master of the 7th Royal Highlanders.  He and Mrs Studley, however, have had to bear the 
loss of one of their soldier sons—Second-Lieutenant Logan Studley.  The promising young 
Lieutenant—he was only 18 years of age –died of wounds sustained at Ypres.  He 
received part of his education at the Madras College, St Andrews, and it is only about a 
year since he left this institution. He commenced his career in the Army in Alexandria 
Princess of Wales’s Own Yorkshire Regiment, and was soon appointed Lance-Corporal.  
While on service in France he was promoted to the rank of Second-Lieutenant in the East 
Yorkshire Regiment.  Lance-Corporal Richard Studley, the eldest son, is an old Berwick 
Grammar School boy.  There he won a scholarship and proceeded to George Watson’s 
College, Edinburgh. He is a 1st class clerk in the Army Service Corps, and is at present in 
France.  He had an exciting experience when stationed at a chateau which was being 
used s an office, and which was completely destroyed by shrapnel. He was fortunate in 



41 

 

escaping with only some wounds in his hands caused by broken glass.  Sergeant Thomas 
Studley, the second son, is an instructor in Nigeria, and he has recently seen some 
fighting in East Africa. The third son, Bombardier Harry Studley, is with the Royal Horse 
Artillery at the front. This family has certainly a record of patriotic service to be proud of. 
 

From the Fife News Almanac 1914 
 
 
Logan Studley is recorded as the son of Mary Studley, of 8 Dempster Terrace, St 
Andrews, Fife and the late Maj. Harry Studley (Black Watch) in the records of the 
Commonwealth War Dead. 
 
His father Harry Studley died on 26 February 1916 aged 52 and is buried in St Andrews 
Western Cemetery. At this time he was a Major (Quartermaster) in the Black Watch, the 
husband of Mary Ann Colby Studley of New Cottage, Lade Braes, St Andrews 
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Biographies of other Madras Pupils  
who lost their life in WW1 

  
 D. Anderson  

 
 The identity of D. Anderson is uncertain. The two most likely possibilities are: 

 
  

 D. Anderson, Highland Light Infantry 
 
David Anderson served as a Private in the 1st Battalion Highland Light Infantry. He arrived 
in France on the 24th March 1915, and a month later the Battalion was in action as part of 
the Lahore Division.  
 
The Lahore Division, which contained units of both British and Indian troops, was sent 
into action on the 26th April 1915 during the 2nd Battle of Ypres. As the troops advanced 
towards the enemy positions over open ground they encountered poison gas (chlorine), 
which was being used by the Germans for the first time on the Western Front. Among 
those who died was Private David Anderson. He is buried in White House Cemetery, St 
Jean-les-Ypres, Belgium. 
 
  

D. Anderson, Seaforth Highlanders 
 

David Anderson served as a Private in the Seaforth Highlanders. He was initially in the 
Training Reserve Battalion, before being posted to the 2nd Battalion, which was in France 
as part of the 4th Division. In April 1918, the Battalion was in action near Bethune as the 
Germans advanced during their Spring Offensive. 
 
Private David Anderson died of wounds on the 21st April 1918. He is buried in Lapugnoy 
Military Cemetery, France.  
 
  

 J. Baird 
 
James Baird was born in St Andrews on the 12th October 1893. He went to live in Canada, 
and during the First World War he volunteered to serve overseas, becoming a Captain in 
the 87th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Quebec Regiment). 
 
In November 1918, the Battalion was in action near Valenciennes in France close to the 
Belgium border. Among those injured during that month was Captain James Baird. He 
was evacuated to hospital, but died of his wounds on the 23rd November, twelve days 
after the Armistice was signed ending the First World War. He is buried in the St Sever 
Cemetery Extension, Rouen, France. 
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F. L. Beaven 

 
Frederick Leslie Beaven served as a Private in the 23rd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers. In 
February 1917, the Battalion, part of the 2nd Division, was in the Somme sector of France.  
 
Private Beaven died on the 17th February 1917, and is buried in Adanac Military 
Cemetery, Miraumont, France.  
 
On the 17th April 1917, the London Gazette announced that he had been posthumously 
awarded the Military Medal. 
 
 

J. N. Bennett 

 
John Nicoll Bennett attended Glasgow University, before serving as a Second Lieutenant 
in the 121st Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery (R.G.A.). The R.G.A. was responsible 
for the very large calibre guns that were placed some way behind the front line, from 
where they would fire at enemy targets. Observers in aircraft and balloons were often 
used to pinpoint German positions. 

 
Lieutenant John Bennett died on the 19th May 1917 during the Arras Offensive. He is 
buried in Mindel Trench British Cemetery, St Laurent-Blangy, France.  
 
  

F. Black 
 

Frank Black served initially as a Private in the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, before 
becoming a Corporal in the 16th Battalion Machine Gun Corps. In March 1918 the 
Battalion was attached to the 16th (Irish) Division. 
 
Corporal Black was one of the men in a Vickers Machine Gun crew. The gun was mounted 
on a tripod, and with a rate of fire of 500 rounds per minute it was a devastating weapon 
against advancing infantry. 
 
When the Germans launched their Spring Offensive on the 21st March 1918, the 16th 
(Irish) Division was in an exposed position at Ronssoy. It suffered heavy losses both 
there, and in the retreat that followed.  
 
Among the casualties was Corporal Frank Black. His body could not be found for burial, 
and he is remembered on the Pozieres Memorial, France. 
 
 
 

 W. Blyth 
 

William Herd Blyth served as a Private in the 12th Battalion, Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders.  
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In October 1915 a small expeditionary force was sent by the British and French to help 
Serbia, which had been attacked by Bulgaria. The 12th Battalion Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders was one of the Allied units that landed at the Greek port of Salonika.  
 
Although the Allies were unable to prevent the Serbian defeat, their forces remained in 
Salonika for the next three years. In September 1918, the 12th Battalion Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders took part in part in the offensive against the Bulgarian positions in 
the Lake Dorian area. Among the casualties was Sergeant William Blyth, who died on the 
21st September. He is buried in the Sarigol Military Cemetery, Kriston, Greece. 
 
  

 D. A. Brown 
 

David Alison Brown served as a Private in the 2nd Battalion Highland Light Infantry. On 
the 23rd August 1918, the Battalion was in action near Albert in the Somme sector of 
France. Among the casualties was Private David Brown. He is buried in Bagneux British 
Cemetery, Gezaincourt, France. 
 
  

 R. Brown 
 

Robert Brown was born in Kingsbarns on the 31st December 1885. He joined the 
Merchant Navy, and received his Board of Trade Certificate in 1910. In 1915 he applied to 
serve with the Royal Naval Reserve, and on the 12th April 1916 he was posted on active 
service to HMS Sarnia. The Sarnia operated as a ferry between Southampton and the 
Channel Islands, before being requisitioned by the Admiralty and converted to an Armed 
Boarding Steamer. In 1915 she was used to carry troops and military stores from Mudros 
Bay on the Greek Island of Lemnos, to Cape Helles and Suvla Bay on the Gallipoli 
Peninsula. 
 
On the 12th September 1918, HMS Sarnia was in the Mediterranean Sea north of 
Alexandria in Egypt, when she was torpedoed and sunk by a German submarine. 
 
Among those who died was Lieutenant Robert Brown. He is remembered on the 
Portsmouth Naval Memorial. 
 
 

 T. Brown 
 

 The identity of T. Brown is unknown. 
 
 

W. R. B. Caseby 

 
William Robert Brown Caseby served as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Royal Scots before being 
attached to the 1st Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers.  
 
On the 25th April 1917, the Battalion was in the Arras sector of France as part of the 29th 
Division, and took part in a major attack on the German positions at Monchy-le-Preux. 
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Among those who died was Second Lieutenant William Caseby. His body could not be 
found for burial, and he is remembered on the Arras Memorial, France. 
 
  

W. J. M.  Cook 

 
William J. Morison Cook was born in St Andrews, and served as a Private in the 4th/5th 
Battalion Black Watch, 39th Division. On the 14th October 1916, the Battalion was one of 
the units that took part in an attack on the German-held position of the Schwaben 
Redoubt in the Somme sector of France. 
 
Private William Cook died on the 20th October, six days after the initial attack. He is 
buried in Contay British Cemetery, France. 
 

H. D. C. Craig 

 
Henry David Cook Craig was born on the 25th October 1888. He graduated Master of Arts 
from St Andrews University in 1911, where he was a member of both the Officer Training 
Corps and the University Company of Artillery Volunteers. He then spent some time in the 
Sudan, where he worked for the Education Department in Khartoum.  
 
During the First World War he served in the Highland Light Infantry, and was awarded 
the Military Cross for gallantry during an attack against a German position.  
 
After the revolution in Russia in October 1917, the new Soviet government signed a 
peace treaty with Germany. This left Germany in control of the Baltic States including 
Estonia, but when the war ended in November1918, the Germans handed over power to 
the Estonian Provisional Government.  
The Soviets then attempted to regain control by force, and the resulting conflict lasted 
until 1920 when a peace treaty was signed guaranteeing Estonian independence. The 
Estonians were helped in their struggle by military assistance from Britain. Among those 
sent to Estonia was Major David Craig, who was appointed Deputy Adjutant and 
Quartermaster General of the British Military Mission.  
 
While in Estonia Major Craig contracted typhus, and died in Reval (now Tallinn) on the 
13th February 1920, just eleven days after the peace treaty was signed. He is buried in 
Tallinn New Garrison Cemetery, Estonia. 
 
  
  

T. Duncan 

 
Thomas Duncan was born in Kingsbarns on the 7th July 1869. He went to live first in 
Australia before moving to Canada. During the First World War he volunteered to serve 
overseas, becoming a Private in the 4th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario 
Regiment).  
 
On the 23rd April 1915 during the Second Battle of Ypres, the Battalion was one of the 
units that took part in an attack on the German held positions at Pilkem Ridge.  



46 

 

Among the casualties was Private Thomas Duncan who died on the 28th April. It is 
probable that he was wounded in action, and then evacuated to a hospital in Boulogne 
where he died. He is buried in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, France.  
 
  

 A. Farquharson 
 

Alex Farquharson was born in St Andrews, and served as a Private in the 2nd Battalion 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. In August 1916 the Battalion, part of the 33rd Division, 
was in the Somme sector of France. On the 18th August it was one of the units that took 
part in an attack on the German–held strongpoint of High Wood.  
 
Among those who died was Private Alex Farquharson. His body could not be found for 
burial, and he is remembered on the Thiepval Memorial, France. 
 
  
 
 

 J. Farquharson 
 

James Farquharson was born on the 4th March 1894. He was a student in Arts and 
Medicine at St Andrews University from 1912 until 1914, and was then commissioned as a 
2nd Lieutenant in the 11th (Service) Battalion of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. 
 
In April 1917 the Battalion, part of the 15th (Scottish) Division, was in the Arras sector of 
France. 
  
On the 23rd April 1917, the 15th (Scottish) Division was one of the units that attacked the 
German held positions at Monchy-le-Preux and Guemappe.  
 
Among the casualties was 2nd Lieutenant James Farquharson who was killed in action. He 
is buried in Feuchy Chapel British Cemetery, Wancourt, France.  
 
  
  

 R. M. Ferguson 
 

Richard Martin Ferguson was born in Cupar on the 3rd October 1892. He went to live in 
Canada, and during the First World War he volunteered to serve overseas, becoming a 
Private in Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry (Eastern Ontario Regiment).  
 
On the 15th September 1916, the Regiment was in action in the Somme sector of France 
near Albert.  
 
Among the casualties was Private Richard Ferguson. His body could not be found for 
burial, and he is remembered on the Vimy Memorial, France. 
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 A. B. Forbes 
 
Alexander Bruce Forbes was born in 1888. He was educated both at Madras College and 
Morrison’s Academy Crieff, before entering Edinburgh University in 1906. He graduated 
B.Sc. in 1910, and then worked for the Board of Agriculture until 1917. In April 1918 he 
received his commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. In 
October 1918 he was with 1st/8th Battalion Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, 15th 
(Scottish Division), in the Cambrai sector of France. 
 
2nd Lieutenant Alexander Forbes died on the 29th October. He is buried in Ramillies British 
Cemetery, France. 
 

 J. Gillespie 
 

James Gillespie, the older brother of Charles Gillespie, served as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 
1st/7th (Fife) Battalion of the Black Watch (Royal Highlanders). In July 1916, the Battalion, 
part of the 51st (Highland Division), was in the Somme sector of France. 
 
On the 30th July 1916, the Battalion was one of the units that took part in an attack on 
the German-held strongpoint of High Wood.  
 
Among those who died was Captain James Gillespie. He is buried in Serre Road Cemetery 
No.2, France. 
 
  

R. Henderson 

 
 The identity of R. Henderson is uncertain. The two most likely possibilities are: 

 
  
  

 R. Henderson (Kings Own Scottish Borderers) 
 

Robert Henderson served as a Private in the 7th/8th Battalion Kings Own Scottish 
Borderers. In August 1917 the Battalion, part of the 15th (Scottish) Division, was one of 
the units that took part in the Third Battle of Ypres, often referred to as The Battle of 
Passchendaele. The British offensive began on the 31st July 1917 and continued until 
November of that year, when the village of Passchendaele was finally occupied.  
 
Conditions during the entire offensive were bad because the ground had already been 
fought over and was partially flooded. Continuous shelling had destroyed drainage canals 
in the area, and unseasonably heavy rain turned the whole area into a sea of mud and 
water-filled shell-craters. The troops walked up to the front over paths made of 
duckboards laid across the mud, often carrying up to 100 pounds (45 kg) of equipment. 
It was possible for a man to slip off a path into a crater and drown before he could be 
rescued. The trees were reduced to blunted trunks, the branches and leaves torn away. 
The bodies of men buried after previous  actions were often uncovered by the rain or by 
later shelling. 
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Private Robert Henderson died on the 27th August 1917. His body could not be found for 
burial, and he is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium. 
 
  
  

 R. Henderson (Merchant Navy) 
 

Robert Henderson served in the Merchant Navy. On the 24th February 1918 he was First 
Mate on the S.S. Renfrew when the ship was torpedoed by a German submarine, and 
sank eight miles south-west of St Ann's Head in Pembrokeshire. 
 
Among the 40 lives lost was that of First Mate Robert Henderson. He is remembered on 
the Tower Hill Memorial, London. 
 
 
  

 J. Houston 
 

John Houston served as a Corporal in the 1st/9th Battalion Royal Scots. In April 1917, the 
Battalion, part of the 51st (Highland) Division, was in the Arras sector of France. 
  
On the 23rd April 1917, the Second Battle of the Scarpe began during the Arras Offensive.  
The 1st/9th Battalion Royal Scots was one of the units that attacked the German-held 
chemical works at Roeux, east of Arras. 
 
Among the casualties was Corporal John Houston who died on the 3rd May 1917. He is 
buried in the Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, France. It is probable that he was wounded in 
action, and then evacuated to a hospital in Boulogne where he died.  
 
  
 

 L. J. Houston 
 

Lennox James Houston, the younger brother of John Houston, was born in St Andrews. 
During the First World War he served as a Pioneer in the 8th Division Signal Section, Royal 
Engineers. The Signals Section was responsible for maintaining communications between 
the various units within the division.  
 
Pioneer Lennox Houston died on the 16th August 1917, the first day of the Battle of 
Langemarck. His body could not be found for burial, and he is remembered on the Tyne 
Cot Memorial, Belgium. 
 
On the 28th September 1917 the London Gazette announced that he had been 
posthumously awarded the Military Medal. 
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 R. W. Lyell 
 

On the Madras College War Memorial, R.W. Lyell is recorded as R.W. Lyall. 
 

Robert William Lyell was born on the 12th May 1899. In 1917 he won a bursary to study 
at St Andrews University, but within a year he was serving as a Private in the 1st/5th 
Battalion, Gordon Highlanders, part of the 15th (Scottish) Division.  
 
On the 28th July 1918, the Battalion was one of the units that took part in an attack on 
the German positions near Buzancy, south-east of Soissons in France. The fighting 
continued for some days, and among those who died on the 1st August was Private 
Robert Lyell. He is buried in Raperie British Cemetery, Villemontoire, France. 
 
  

 C. W. Mason 
 

Cecil Wyatt Mason served as a Second Lieutenant in the 11th Battalion Royal Scots. In 
April 1917, the Battalion, part of the 9th (Scottish) Division, was one of the units that took 
part in an attack on the German positions to the east of the town of Arras. 
 
Second Lieutenant Cecil Mason died on the 8th April 1917. He is buried in St Nicolas 
British Cemetery, France. 
 
 

 D. McCall 
 

 The identity of D. McCall is unknown. 
 
  
 

 H. M. McKenzie 
 

Henry Maurice McKenzie was the youngest son of John McKenzie, the headmaster of 
Madras College. Henry studied Medicine at St Andrews University, where he was a 
member of both the Officer Training Corps and the University Company of Artillery 
Volunteers. In 1914 he graduated M.B. Ch.B., and during the First World War he served 
in the Royal Army Medical Corps (R.A.M.C.). Lieutenant McKenzie arrived in France on the 
14th December 1914. 
 
During the war the R.A.M.C. developed a progressive evacuation system for casualties. 
Starting with the Regimental Aid Post (R.A.P.), the casualty would be moved further back 
to facilities that could offer better evaluation and treatment of his injuries, and if 
necessary he would be transferred to a hospital in the United Kingdom for specialist 
medical care. Treating casualties while under fire was hazardous, and the R.A.M.C. lost 
an estimated 470 officers and 3,669 other ranks killed in action or died of wounds.  
 
Captain McKenzie himself was severely injured while attending the wounded at Neuve 
Chapelle in March 1915. His left arm was shattered by a shell burst and had to be 
amputated below the shoulder. He survived the war, but died on the 17th May 1920.  
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 A. Morgan 
 

Alfred Morgan was born in St Andrews on the 2nd December 1886. He went to live in 
Canada, and during the First World War he volunteered to serve overseas, becoming a 
Private in the 7th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (British Columbia Regiment). 
 
In September 1916, the Battalion was in action near Albert in the Somme sector of 
France. 
 
Among the casualties that month was Private Alfred Morgan, who died on the 26th 
September. His body could not be found for burial, and he is remembered on the Vimy 
Memorial, France.  
 
  
 

 L. G. Morrison 
 
Leonard Graeme Morrison was born on the 21st January 1895. He studied Medicine at St 
Andrews University from 1913 to 1914, before receiving a commission in the 9th Battalion, 
Black Watch (Royal Highlanders). 
 
In April 1917, the Battalion, part of the 15th (Scottish) Division, was in the Arras sector of 
France. On the 23rd of the month it was one of the units that attacked the German held 
positions at Monchy-le-Preux and Guemappe. 
 
Heavy casualties were sustained during the attack, and among those killed in action was 
Captain Leonard Morrison. He is buried in the Guemappe British Cemetery, Wancourt, 
France. 
 
 
 
  

 P. F. Norrie 
 

Peter Ferrier Norrie served as a Corporal in the 2nd Battalion Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders.  
 
From September 1918 until the end of the war, the Battalion, part of the 33rd Division, 
was in a series of actions during the Battles of the Hindenburg Line. The Hindenburg Line 
was a vast system of defences in Northern France constructed by the Germans during the 
winter of 1916 -17. It ran from the area around Arras all the way to beyond St Quentin, 
and consisted of deep and wide trenches, thick belts of barbed wire, machine-gun 
positions, concrete bunkers, tunnels and command posts. 
 
Private Peter Norrie died of wounds on the 22nd September 1918. He is buried in Domino 
British Cemetery, Epehy, France. 
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 D. Rait 
 

Douglas Rait was born in Leuchars. During the First World War he served as a Private in 
the 23rd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers.  
 
In May 1917, the Battalion was in action in the Arras sector of France, as part of the 2nd 
Division. 
 
Among those who died on the 3rd May was Private Douglas Rait. His body could not be 
found for burial, and he is remembered on the Arras Memorial, France. 
 
  
 
  

 P. Redfearn 

 
Percival Redfearn was living in Australia when the First World War began, and he served 
as a Private in the 15th Battalion, Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). 
 
On the 8th August 1916 the Battalion was in action near Pozières, and among the 
casualties that day was Private Percival Redfearn. His body could not be found for burial, 
and he is remembered on the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, France. 
  
  
 
  

  L. A. Rusack 
 

Louis Amrhein Rusack served as a Lieutenant in the 7th Battalion Border Regiment. In 
June 1916 the Battalion was in France as part of the 17th (Northern) Division, and was in 
a state of readiness for the start of the Somme Offensive, often referred to as the Battle 
of the Somme.  
 
The Offensive was planned to take the pressure off the French forces at Verdun, and to 
advance deep into German held territory. It began with a week-long artillery 
bombardment that was designed to destroy the German positions, and cut the barbed 
wire that formed an almost impenetrable barrier to the infantry. At 7:30 am on the 1st 
July the artillery ceased fire and the infantry started to advance. However, much of the 
German wire remained uncut, and the British troops were met by machine gun fire as 
they went through the few gaps in the wire. On that first day 19,000 British troops were 
killed and 35,000 were wounded. The Offensive continued until November 1916. 
 
Second Lieutenant Louis Rusack died on the 4th July 1916. He is buried in Dantzig Alley 
British Cemetery, Mametz, France. 
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 H. B. Scott 
 

Hugh Barr Scott served as a Private in the 2nd Battalion, Auckland Regiment, part of the 
2nd New Zealand Infantry Brigade, New Zealand Division.  
 
Private Hugh Scott died on the 22nd November 1916. He is buried in Trois Arbres 
Cemetery, Steenwerck, France, in a plot that was used by the 2nd Australian Casualty 
Clearing Station. It is probable that he died of wounds after being injured in action. 
 
 
 

 W. S. Scroggie 
 
William Robertson Scroggie served initially as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Loyal North 
Lancashire Regiment. He was later attached to the 1st/5th Battalion South Lancashire 
Regiment, part of the 55th (West Lancashire) Division.  
 
On the 20th November 1917, the British launched a major attack on the Hindenburg Line 
to the west of the town of Cambrai. Among the units that took part was the 1st/5th 
Battalion South Lancashire Regiment. Once the British advance had stopped, the 
Germans counter-attacked and many British troops were killed, wounded or captured. 
 
2nd Lieutenant Scroggie died on the 30th November 1917. His body could not be found for 
burial, and he is remembered on the Cambrai Memorial, France. 
 
 
 
 

W. M. D. S. Strettell 
 

William Michael Dashwood Stirling Strettell was born on the 29th September 1893. He 
studied Medicine at St Andrews University from 1911 to 1914, and served initially with the 
4th (Special Reserve) Battalion, Highland Light Infantry. He was then attached to the 2nd 
Battalion King’s Own Scottish Borderers, and after being wounded in May 1915, he was 
seconded to the 1st Garrison Battalion Royal Scots, serving in both Lemnos (Greece) and 
Egypt. 
 
He was then attached to the Royal Flying Corps, and became an assistant flying instructor 
at the Central Flying School at Upavon in Wiltshire, before joining the staff of No 1 
Aeroplane Supply Depot at St Omer in France.  
 
The St Omer depot received new aircraft from England, and also repaired damaged ones 
before they were sent on to operational squadrons. Once a new aircraft arrived or a 
damaged machine had been repaired, it had to undergo test flights. Captain William 
Strettell died when the repaired Sopwith Camel that he was flying crashed on the 28th 
November 1917. He is buried in Longuenesse (St. Omer) Souvenir Cemetery, France. 
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J. S. Terras 
 
James Sutter Terras was born on the 22nd March 1885. He was a student in the Arts 
Faculty of St Andrews University from 1903 to 1904, before going to Australia, where he 
was assistant house-master at Tudor House School, Moss Vale, New South Wales. During 
the First World War he volunteered to serve overseas, and was commissioned as a 
Lieutenant in the 45th Battalion, Australian Infantry, Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.).  
 
In March 1918, the 45th Battalion was sent with other Australian units to stem the 
German advance south-west of Albert.  
 
Lieutenant James Terras died on the 28th March 1918. He is buried in Dernancourt 
Communal Cemetery Extension, France. 
 
 
 

 H. M. Turnbull 
 

Hugh MacDiarmid Turnbull was born in India on the 11th June 1893. His father, the 
Reverend Archibald Turnbull, was a Church of Scotland missionary who had arrived in 
Darjeeling in 1879. In 1895, Archibald, his wife Mary Jane, and their family went back to 
Scotland where Mary Jane died three years later. In 1900 Archibald re-married, his new 
wife being a widow named Katherine Ferguson. Archibald Turnbull remained in Scotland 
until his death in 1905, when his son Hugh MacDiarmid Turnbull was aged 11.  
 
During the First World War, Hugh MacDiarmid Turnbull served as a Lieutenant in the 
1st/4th Battalion, Royal Scots. He died on the 6th September 1917, and is buried in Coxyde 
Military Cemetery, Belgium. 
 
  

 C. R. J. Watt 
 

Colin Robert Jamieson Watt served as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 212th Field Company, Royal 
Engineers. The Field Companies of the Royal Engineers had a wide variety of 
responsibilities, including the construction and maintenance of the trench systems. 
 
In August1916, the 212th Field Company, part of the 33rd Division, was in the Somme 
sector of France. 
 
2nd Lieutenant Colin Watt died of wounds on the 14th August 1916. He is buried in Heilly 
Station Cemetery, Mericourt-L'Abbe, France. 
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 A. Wilson 
 
Alexander Wilson was a Second Lieutenant in the Lancashire Fusiliers, serving in both 
Gallipoli and Egypt before he went to France. He was initially with the 2nd/7th Battalion but 
was then attached to the 1st/6th Battalion. In March 1918 the Battalion was part of the 
66th Division. 
 
The Germans began their final offensive of the First World War on the 21st March 1918. It 
was launched from the Hindenburg Line, in the vicinity of Saint-Quentin. The goal was to 
break through the Allied lines, separate the British and French armies, and capture the 
channel ports. The offensive ended on the 5th April at Villers-Bretonneux, to the east of 
the key communications centre of Amiens, where the Allies managed to halt the German 
advance. It stopped largely through very heavy German casualties, an inability to 
maintain supplies to the advancing troops and the arrival of Allied reserves.  
 
Second Lieutenant Alexander Wilson died on the first day of the German attack. His body 
could not be found for burial, and he is remembered on the Pozieres Memorial, France. 
 
  
  
  
  

 J. Young 
 

John Young was born on the 14th May 1882, and entered St Andrews University in 1900, 
where he was a student in the Arts Faculty. He then became a regular soldier, and went 
to live in Australia, where he was a Sergeant Major instructor. During the First World War 
he volunteered to serve overseas, and became a Captain in the 44th Battalion, Australian 
Infantry, Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). 
 
Captain John Young was killed in action near Ypres on the 10th October 1917. His body 
could not be found for burial, and he is remembered on the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, 
Belgium. 
 
  

  
  

 These biographies were provided by Ken Paterson. 
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Thiepval, Somme, France 

Menin Gate, Ypres (Ieper), Belgium 
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